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Matters to be solved

• Guidelines for the evaluation of digital entries need to be improved

• Literature exhibits get lower results than exhibits in other classes

• Current regulations don’t give enough support for jurors
• different types of literature should better be taken into account

• The conditions in an exhibition don’t allow jurors to work properly
• time allocated for judging
• language problem
• entry identification problem

• Literature supplementary rules are not fully followed in exhibitions
• in no other class are there such rules to guide the OC of an exhibition



My own experience from Cape Town 2022

• Five part article series in Posthorn (printed)

• Sent as a pdf file as requested by the OC

• Commissioner brought also printed versions

• How do judges evaluate this type of entry?

• Current guidelines for digital entries focus on 
technical characteristics
• no clear definition for a digital entry = born digital

• list of different features a digital entry should 
incorporate



Average results of five FIP exhibitions in 2022
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Average results of types of literature 2017-22
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Literature large golds by class 2017-22
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Number of literature exhibits 2017-22
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Literature jury conditions: time

• The average number of literature 
entries is 97, in IBRA 2023 244 entries

• Average evaluation for one entry is 4-8 
minutes

• Guidelines: "Literature must be judged 
by its content, and obviously the 
judges have to be familiar with that 
content before the start of the 
exhibition". 



Literature jury conditions: language and 
identification of entries
• Judges will have to evaluate items 

written in many different languages

• Application forms may contain only the 
translation of the original title

• How do jurors find information about 
the entries, if they don't know the 
original title and other identification 
information (like ISBN, ISSN)?

=> Identification problem



How can we improve literature regulations?

• Create generic regulations that take into 
account the technical evolution of 
literature

• Create guidelines that take better into 
account different types of literature 
including digital literature

• Separate born digital literature from pdf's

• Find solutions for time and language 
problems
• technology
• change breakdown point scheme
• concentrate on contents and purpose



Steps to take

• Supplementary rules to GREX and GREV

• New literature application form

• New attitude towards giving more points 
to literature entries
• juror training

• Qualifying seminars

• Improvements in the literature SREV

• Road map for the improvements



Further reading

• Muhonen Ari: On development of the FIP 
literature class regulations. FEPA news 
issue 42 (January 2023), pp. 51-56, 
available at https://fepanews.com/fepa-
news/fepa-news-no-42-january-2023/

• Muhonen Ari: On development of the FIP 
literature class judging. The Philatelic 
Journalist No 170 (March 2023), pp. 32-37.

https://fepanews.com/fepa-news/fepa-news-no-42-january-2023/
https://fepanews.com/fepa-news/fepa-news-no-42-january-2023/


Thank you!

Ari Muhonen

ari.muhonen@uef.fi
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