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Newsletter December 2024 

 
I am pleased to welcome you to the December 2024 edition of our Philatelic Literature 
Newsletter. 
 
On behalf of the bureau members, I extend heartfelt thanks to all the delegates for their 
invaluable contributions in supporting philatelic literature and promoting its importance 
within the philatelic community. Your dedication and passion are what drive our shared 
success. 
 
Looking ahead to 2025, we are excited about the major exhibition:  
 
Uruguay 2025 FIP Specialised World Stamp Exhibition, featuring 64 literature exhibits, 
including 11 digital entries. 
 
Europhilex Birmingham 2025 FIP Recognition Exhibition, set to take place in the first half 
of the year. 
 
Philakorea 2025 FIP Specialised World Stamp Exhibition, scheduled for the second half of 
the year. 
 
I wish all the literature exhibitors the very best for their endeavors in 2025. 
 
Finally, I extend a warm welcome to all the new members of the commission. Your 
enthusiasm and commitment are vital to our continued growth, and I thank you all for 
your steadfast support. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN                                                 Javaid Muhammad 
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The delegates of the FIP Literature Commission were asked to send reports from their 
country. We are glad to compile the following reports as received. 
 
 

 
 
Philately in Australia remains active in literature through monographs, journals and 
electronic media. Websites in Australia are accessed through the Australian Philatelic 
Federation APF.org.au 
 
An increasing trend has been for club and specialist journals to now be only offered 
digitally rather than in hard copy. An example of this is Capital Philately the journal of the 
Philatelic Society of Canberra, the national capital. The Australian Society of Polar 
Philately now distributed its journal Penguin Views electronically. This society has a Face 
Book page by yjr same name. 
 
2025 is the 175th anniversary of the New South Wales Sydney Views the first stamps 
available from Australia on 1 January 1850. This was closely followed by the Colony later 
state of Victoria on 5 January 1850. A publication on the Sydney Views stamps is about to 
be published. 
 
Brusden-White publishing of Sydney continues to produced up-dated editions of the 
Australian Commonwealth Specialists catalogue, a hand book that contains detailed 
information on Australian stamps of the 20th century. 
 
Ronald Lee has recently produced the final two volumes of his four-volume work on the 
domestic and international airmails of Australia and its Territories. 
 
Auction houses like Abacus continues to produce catalogues with specialist material or of 
single topics. 
 
In March 2025, Sydney will host the annual National Philatelic Exhibition which includes 
a literature class. 
 

AUSTRALIA                                                                                              by David Collyer 

COUNTRY REPORTS                           Compiled by Cristian Mouat and P.C. Shaw 
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE ACTIVITIES II SEMESTER 2024 
 

Chile Filatélico, issue number 306, period May 
2024 to October 2024. 
 
60 pages, full color, printed on paper of 130 gr. 
and hard cover of 180 gr. 
 
Main Articles: 
 

• Pacific Steam Navigation Company, Use of 
marks Vapor Bolivia, Santiago, Lima and 
Bogota, by Jorg Maier. 

• Varieties and errors in the Chilean stamps, 
period 2008-2023, by Alfredo  Schmutzer. 

• Stamps of the Registration and 
Identification Chilean Service, by Jorge 
Rojas. 

• Exfina Exhibition 135-2024. 
• By Airplane from Spain to Chile, 2 letters 

with the same destiny. 
• International Air Companies and Air Post in Argentina 1928-1941 (second part), by 

Guillermo Schmeda.  
 
Literature Class in EXFINA 2024 that took place in June of 2024. 
                      Title                                                  Author              Country    Points 
Specialized Catalogue of Bolivian Philately    Daniel Gonzalez       Bolivia         90 
Air Post History of Argentina 1917-1950         Adolfo Prunotto       Argentina      80 
National Philatelic Magazine of Perú                 CAF                   Perú          76 
Art-Decó Airpost Emmission of Argentina       Adolfo Prunotto       Argentina      75 
Bolivian Presidents in Philately                 Carlos de Mesa        Bolivia         73 
Rebuilding the Rivadavia Plate of 10 and  
15 cents, Argentina      Gustavo de la Torre Argentina     70 
The 4 Plates of the 5 cents, Rivadavia,  
1864-1872                                   Gustavo de la Torre Argentina     63 

CHILE                                                                                                      by Cristian Mouat 



 

4 
 

 
 

 
 
1) Long term activities on the Philatelic Literature in connection and support of The 

Czech Union of Philatelists (SCF): 
 

• The magazine Filatelie (48+4 pages) has been published every month (it has been 
published since 1950). 

• Specialised societies covered by The Czech Union of Philatelists regularly publish 
bulletins (in paper or electronic form) related to their activities and update their 
own websites. 

• The EXPONET web portal is also operated under the auspices of the SCF. This 
currently displays 1146 different philatelic exhibits and presentations from all over 
the world plus about 200 older versions of those exhibits. New exhibits were added 
in 2024 
 

2) Special studies and catalogues produced by members of The Czech Union of 
Philatelists issued in 2024: 

 
Printed publications:  
 
Štefek M., Czechoslovak Post 1918 - 1919 Postal operations in the post-revolutionary 
era, 199 pages, 62 pages of appendices, 900 pictures, written in Czech.  
Based on the Austro-Hungarian regulations the book comprehensively describes the 
postal operations of the newly formed state in the period 1918-19. It describes and 
illustrates the postal forms and tariffs used, including the valuation of postally used 
documents. 
 
The Society of Philatelic Studies of the SCF: Philately Rarities and Stories, 115 pages, 
written in Czech and English, published in two editions. 
The publication was issued to the successful exhibition of the same name in Prague and 
is intended not only for the professional but also for the general public. The richly 
illustrated publication describes the rare philatelic artefacts exhibited there, including the 
stories associated with them. 
 
Weissenstein J.: Postal History of the Post-Revolutionary Period 1918 - 1920 (1924), 

CZECH REPUBLIC                                                                         by Vladimir Munzberger 
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Czech Lands (Collector's Aspects), 2 volumes, 1852 pages, edition of 165 copies, written 
in Czech. 
Monographic treatment of postal history of the period of the establishment of the new 
state, focused on the areas of Bohemia and Moravia. The study is based on valid official 
documents and deals with the gradual transition to the administration of the new state, 
including the necessary provisional measures. In particular, it focuses on the situation in 
the border areas of the country, such as the so-called German provinces or Těšín, Hlučín, 
Vitoraz, etc. 
 
Kejř J.: Postal history of Aš region, 252 pages, written in Czech. 
The book deals with the postal history of Aš region (western Bohemia) from the opening 
of the first post office in 1697 to the present days. 
 
Květon Radomil: Air mail in 1918 (Austria-Hungary), issued by POFIS as a supplement of 
the magazine Filatelie; in Czech language. 
Specialised handbook and catalogue of Austrian and Hungarian air mail stamps and 
covers/cards. 
 
Kunc Lubor: Czechoslovak soldiers in 1939 – 1945, published by POFIS as a series of 27 
parts in the magazine Filatelie; in Czech language. 
It deals with the activities of Czechoslovak soldiers abroad from the occupation of 
Czechoslovak territory by the German army in March 1939 until the end of the Second 
World War. 
 
 

 
 
Philatelic literature achieves good results at the China 2024 Asian International Stamp 
Exhibition 
 
At the China 2024 Asian International Stamp Exhibition held from November 29 to 
December 3, 2024 in Shanghai, outstanding achievements were made in the philatelic 
literature class. A total of 48 exhibited literatures were awarded 4 Large Gold medals, 1 
Gold medal, 2 Large Vermeil medals, and 7 Vermeil medals, resulting in a number of high-
level literary works. Chinese philatelic literature is particularly dazzling at the exhibition, 
winning 3 Large Gold medals, 1 Gold medal, 1 Large Vermeil medal, and 3 Vermeil medals. 
 

CHINA                                                                                                                     by Liu Jin 
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The Red Revenue Surcharge of China, 1897, which won the Large Gold medal and Special 
Prize, is a collection of research achievements on red revenue surcharge stamp -by author 
Ding Jinsong over the years. In line with this literature, his exhibit The 1897 Red Revenue 
Surcharge of China won the Grand Prix Honorary award at this stamp exhibition. The 
Provenance of Red Revenue Small One Dollars, another document on the theme of The 
Red Revenue Surcharges a detailed analysis of the distribution of the most famous 
Chinese postage stamp, the only 31 "Red Revenue Small One Dollars" stamps, over the 
past 100 years. It is an extremely important historical document. The Newly Compiled 
Philatelic Dictionary of China, organized and compiled by the All-China Philatelic 
Federation, is an encyclopedic reference book for philately. 
 
During the exhibition, three press conferences related to philatelic books were held on the 
main stage of the central hall of the exhibition, including the launch ceremony of The Red 
Revenue Surcharge of China, 1897 and Chinese Shengxiao Philatelic, as well as a 
science popularization lecture on the book Dreams Come True: A Technological 
Exploration Journey of China's Space Station that uses stamps to tell space knowledge, 
and a event of stamp and book giveaway for young people. In addition, there will be a 
summary meeting for the compilation of The Newly Compiled Philatelic Dictionary of 
China, and a launch event for The Provenance of Red Revenue Small One Dollars.  
 
These literature activities have greatly attracted the attention of stamp collectors and 
visitors, playing a good role in expanding the influence of stamp collecting literature. 
                                                   
 

 
 
The philatelic literature of Denmark was celebrated at the FEPA exhibition HAFNIA 24. 
For the exhibition, Chris King RDP had created a 181-page digital handbook on the Danish 
philatelic literature over time. 
  
The content of the handbook is: 
 
1) Philatelic Literature 

a.  The First Danish Stamp Album  
b.  Handbooks, Monographs, and Catalogues  
c.  Philatelic Periodicals and Journals   

 

DENMARK                                                                                           by Lars Engelbrecht 
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2) Official and Commercial literature relating to postal services  
3) Philatelic History  

a.  Some Early Illustrations of Danish Stamps, Philatelic Literature and Authors  
b.  Exhibition Catalogues and Palmares / Results Lists 
c.  Auction catalogues  

 
Appendix 1: List of Philatelic Journals published in Denmark 1867-2024 
Appendix 2: List of Philatelic Exhibitions in Denmark 1927-2010  
Appendix 3A: Thomas Høiland Auktioner 1991-2010 
Appendix 3B: Postiljonen AB, auction house 1970-2024 
Appendix 3C: Bruun Rasmussen auctions 2007-2023 and Kephila Auctions 1977-1994  
Appendix 4: Brief Biographies of Danish Philatelic Authors  
 
The handbook can be downloaded for free:  
https://kpk.dk/indhold/grupperum/KPK/Hafnia%202024%20Literature%20English_Com
plete.pdf 
 
At the HAFNIA exhibition, Chris King also made a display with 73 of the most important 
Danish philatelic literature items over time – including books, catalogues, auction 
catalogues, exhibition catalogues, magazines etc. As Chris states in the introduction: “The 
display aims to show some of the earliest material associated with Danish philatelic 
literature, some of the more unusual items, and publications which have defined their 
subject, or which represent the best of the literature available“. They are all listed in the 
handbook.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Display of the most important Danish Philatelic Literature – by Chris King 

 

https://kpk.dk/indhold/grupperum/KPK/Hafnia%202024%20Literature%20English_Complete.pdf
https://kpk.dk/indhold/grupperum/KPK/Hafnia%202024%20Literature%20English_Complete.pdf
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Besides this display, the exhibition had 60 literature competitive exhibits, that were 
available for the public to read in a reading area. The literature exhibits results can be 
downloaded here: https://hafnia24.com/Indhold/Files/HAFNIA24_Palmares.pdf   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The literature exhibit reading area of HAFNIA 24 

The exhibition catalogue for HAFNIA was also quite special, with 300 pages of articles 
regarding the 400 years of the Danish post from 1624 up to today - with text in both 
Danish and English: 
 

• The postal service in Denmark before the stamps   
• Copenhagen Footpost 1806-1876   
• A postal reform - The Postal Act of 11 March 1851  
• The History of Denmark’s Postal Stationery   
• The first 6 months of 1875  
• The Danish postal service in the Danish West Indies, 1781-1917   
• Border Mail from Denmark to Germany  
• Danish airmail - the first years  
• The Danish postal service between the wars   

https://hafnia24.com/Indhold/Files/HAFNIA24_Palmares.pdf
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• Postal conditions in Denmark during World War II  
• The Postal Reform in Denmark 

 
Further, a listing of the largest recorded multiples of the classic Danish stamps was part 
of the Catalogue. The catalogue will be in the competitive literature class at EuroPhilEx 
later this year.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Exhibition Catalogue of HAFNIA 24 
 
 

 
 
Competitive Philatelic Literature Events in JAPAN (2024 Season):  There are three 
national exhibitions which hold Literature Competition this year in JAPAN.  
 
Stampex Japan 2024 (Mar.30 - Apr.1), there were 3 entries (3 Books) Receiving the highest 
award was a Large Gold medal: “Japan 1966 Series Stamps Catalogue” 
 
All Japan Stamp Exhibition 2024 (Jul.13 - 15), there were 8 entries (6 Books, 2 Periodicals). 
Receiving the highest award was a Gold medal: “Japan 1966 Series Stamps Catalogue” 
 

JAPAN                                                                                                 by Yukihiro SHODA 
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 Japan Philatelic Exhibition 2024 (Nov.1-3), there were 20 entries (9 Books, 11 Periodicals). 
Receiving the highest award was a Large Gold medal:  "The EQ Report (Japan 1923 
Provisional Stamps)”  
 
 

 
 
Four philatelic books were published in Finland in 2024. The Early Finnish mail - courier 
mail, crown letter mail and early General Postal service by Atte Moilanen and four other 
authors is a landmark work on Finnish pre-adhesive philately. It presents the modes of 
postal transport as well as different ink markings used. The book also deals with papers, 
their watermarks and reading old handwriting. 
 
The book is based on Atte Moilanen's extensive research on pre-adhesive letters, published 
as 12 articles in the magazine Filatelisti between 2020 and 2022, in which he analysed 
and tabulated with scientific rigour the letters he came across and the markings on them. 
 
This work is absolutely essential. Although the book is primarily aimed at the domestic 
market, the English summaries at the end of the chapters enable an international 
audience to understand the basics of Finnish pre-adhesive philately. 
 
The Philatelic Federation of Finland published seven issues of its “Filatelisti” and the 
Philatelic Society of Finland six issues of its “Suomen Postimerkkilehti”. Four other 
societies and clubs published their own newsletters. Unfortunately, two clubs had to 
discontinue their newsletters this year. 
 
There was only one literature exhibit at the national JOEX 2024 exhibition, namely 
Cancellations and markings of the Estonian railway TPOs (travelling post offices) 1918 –
1944 by Oliver Hanschmidt from Estonia. The aforementioned Atte Moilanen's book was 
exhibited in the Nordia 2024 and Mare Balticum 2024 exhibitions winning gold and large 
gold medals respectively. 
 
 

 
 
This time, my report looks back on an entire year. On 2024, a year characterised by wars 
and conflicts in global politics, and also natural catastrophes that were terrifying. May the 

FINLAND                                                                                                   by Ari Muhonen 
 
 

GERMANY                                                                                       by Wolfgang Maassen 
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new year 2025 bring peace and freedom for many. 
 
The situation of philatelic literature in Germany has also seen remarkable changes in 2024, 
but there have also been highlights that are worth recording. I would like to summarise 
these in the following brief reports. 
 
End of the world's oldest philatelic literature prize 
On 1 January 2024, one of the once biggest and most important stamp houses in the 
world was liquidated: the Hermann Ernst Sieger company in Lorch. This was announced 
by Günter Hermann Sieger on 12 December 2023, bringing the company's over 100-year 
history to an abrupt and unexpected end. In 1922, the former company founder Hermann 
Ernst Sieger had initiated the ‘Sieger Literature Prize’, which had been awarded almost 
every year since then, most recently in 2019. As a result of the coronavirus pandemic and 
the cancellation of philatelic events for almost three years, no further awards were 
presented. The liquidation brought about the silent end of this important first literature 
prize in the history of philately, which had always been awarded to authors of German-
language works. See also: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sieger-Preis 
 
End of the C. G. Award confirmed 
There was another MonacoPhil exhibition in Monte-Carlo in December 2024. This time, 
however, once again without the presentation of the so-called C.G. Awards, the literary 
prizes of the Christoph Gärtner auction house.  
Since 2013, the ‘CG International Prize for the Promotion of Philately’ had been awarded 
to promote philatelic research and the preservation of philatelic knowledge by supporting 
publications to study groups, clubs, associations and publishers of philatelic bulletins and 
journals.  
Due to the pandemic situation and the associated trade fair cancellations, the awarding 
of the sponsorship prize had to be cancelled in recent years. The valuable work of the 
specialist groups and publishers was to be honoured again during the MonacoPhil in 2022. 
This was the status quo, as can still be read on the website https://www.cg-
award.com/start_de.php. After 2022, there was no new call for entries and therefore the 
last award ceremony took place in Monte-Carlo in November 2022 - albeit in the absence 
of award initiator Christoph Gärtner. 
 
“Briefmarken Spiegel” discontinued 
Philapress Managing Director Ernst-Wilhelm Isermann had already informed the usually 



 

12 
 

well-informed circles in advance on the occasion of the International Stamp Fair in Ulm 
at the end of October 2024. In November, subscribers were informed too. Isermann wrote: 
“So far, we at PHILAPRESS have published two magazines: BRIEFMARKEN SPIEGEL and 
DEUTSCHE BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG (DBZ). Unfortunately, for economic reasons, it is no 
longer possible to continue publishing both magazines in tandem. Therefore, it is with a 
heavy heart that we have decided to discontinue BRIEFMARKEN SPIEGEL.” 
The last issue was therefore the December issue no. 12/2024. What had begun so 
hopefully in June 1961 was now coming to an end after 64 years. As the graduate librarian 
Tobias Zywietz pointed out, the subscriber circulation of Briefmarken Spiegel 2023 had 
fallen to 4,800, while that of DBZ 2023 was even lower, at just 3,500. However, the main 
reason for the decision was probably the parallel decline in advertising revenue, which has 
been a problem for all trade journals for some time now.  
 
DEBRA 2024 in Haldensleben with a great literature class and a Grand Prix! 
The literature class of DEBRA - a national and bilateral exhibition Germany-Brazil from 
27-30 June 2024 - was by far the largest exhibition class: it included 67 exhibits, followed 
by postal history with 43, traditional philately with 30 and thematic philately with 29 
exhibits. Two jurors (Jürgen Witkowski and Wolfgang Maassen) had already rated the 
majority of the exhibits in advance of the exhibition, and the rest were then evaluated on 
site in Haldensleben. In agreement with the entire jury, an almost historic event finally 
took place: for the first time in German exhibition history, the Grand Prix National was 
awarded to a literature entry, namely to the exhibit Handbuch der sächsischen 
Francomarken sowie deren Entwertungen [Handbook of Saxon franking stamps and their 
cancellations] by Jürgen Herbst. The Grand Prix International went to the exhibit 
AMERICAN & CONTINENTAL BNCo – Dom Pedro Issues Brazil – 1866-1878 by exhibitor 
Jacques Rubin Benchimol.  
 
The catalogue for the German-Brazilian Rank 1 exhibition matched the occasion – and not 
just from the cover! – which even the Brazilian ambassador to Germany, Roberto Jaguaribe, 
honoured with eloquent words in his greeting. Attractive special cancellations and special 
stamp issues enticed visitors, and the readers could enjoy some excellent specialist 
articles in the catalogue. Dieter Kerkhoff described German immigration to Brazil, a topic 
that Dr Thomas Schmidt explored in greater depth with postal traffic from today's Börde 
rural district [near Magdeburg] with German emigrants in Brazil. In his second 
contribution, Kerkhoff reviewed 50 years of the German Brazil study group, while Reinhard 
Küchler looked back on 50 years of Portuguese-Brazilian “Lubrapex” exhibitions, which 
also represent bilateral advertising for philately. BPP expertiser and expert Bernd Juchert 
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recalled “180 years of bull's eyes”, Wolfgang Maassen the first early stamp dealers and 
philatelic publishers, who also came from Germany. Two specialist articles on postal 
history by Klaus Hirschfeld rounded off the specialised section. With the list of exhibits 
and various overviews, the catalogue ran to 132 pages and was available in Haldensleben 
at a price of 10 euros. 
 
In Ulm, the DASV [Deutsche Altbriefsammler-Verein] won the 5th Study Group 
Literature Exhibition 2024! 
This time it was a particularly close race between the best placed. The competition 
included 31 print media in the category monographs, handbooks, special catalogues, as 
well as 26 newsletters and magazines, plus 13 websites and three e-books, making a total 
of 73 exhibits which had to be evaluated by the two-member jury – consisting of Jürgen 
Witkowski and Wolfgang Maassen. Judging and discussions took place in advance of the 
event in Ulm so that the results could already be announced and certificates handed out 
on 24 October 2024.  
 
In the category “Monographs”, the DASV was the winner with the work Napoleons Waterloo 
– Herrschaft der 100 Tage. Postgeschichte und Historiegrafie im Kontext [Napoleon's 
Waterloo – the reign of 100 days. Postal history and historiography in context]. It was 
awarded a large gold medal with 93 points, closely followed by the study group 
Krone/Adler e.V., which exhibited the work Postvorschuss und Nachnahme bei der 
Norddeutschen Bundespost und der Deutschen Reichspost 1868-1878 [Postal advance 
payment and cash on delivery at the North German Confederation Post and the German 
Reichspost 1868-1878] for which it also received a large gold medal and 92 points. Only 
one point less, namely 91 and a large gold, was awarded to the study group Berlin with 
Die Währungsreform in Berlin (West) 1948/49 [The monetary reform in Berlin (West) 
1948/49]. 
 
The first three places in the “Magazines” category were comparably close. 1st place with 
as many as 94 points – the highest score ever! – and large gold went to the study group 
Bayern [Bavaria], 2nd place with 92 points and large gold to the DASV and 3rd place with 
90 points to the study group Sammler Deutscher Kolonialpostwertzeichen [Collectors of 
German Colonial Postage Stamps]. 
 
In the website category, the DASV once again took first place with 91 points and gold, 
followed by the study group Bautenserie 1948 [Famous Buildings 1948] with 88 points 
and gold and the study group Baltikum [Baltic states ]with 87 points, also gold. Among 
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the e-books, the Bochmann catalogues of the Poststempelgilde [Postmark Guild] shone 
with a large gold and 91 points, followed by the exhibit of the Forschungsgemeinschaft 
Berlin Verwendungsmöglichkeiten alliierter Reisegenehmigungsmarken 1947-1969 
[Possibilities of usage of the Allied travel authorisation stamps 1947-1969] (86 points, 
gold) and the special edition of the free digital magazine Moderne Angola-Philatelie 
[Modern Angola philately] of the study group Portugal und ehemalige Kolonien [Portugal 
and former colonies] (80 points, 3rd place).  
 
In his closing statement, Witkowski emphasised that there had hardly ever been such good, 
but also such close results. The progress in the layout and content structure of the works 
was clearly visible, so that it was not easy for the jury to come to an appropriate judgement. 
However, the results encourage participation in another exhibition of this kind. It is time 
again in 2026! 
 
The top three in each of the four literature classes received prize money donated by the 
auction house Rauhut & Kruschel in the amount of 250 euros, 150 euros or 100 euros. 
 
Torsten Berndt becomes Managing Director of Schwaneberger Verlag 
On 25 September 2024, owner and managing director Hans W. Hohenester informed the 
author: 
“I will be 70 years old on 25 December 2024. For this reason, I took the decision some 
time ago to hand over the management of Schwaneberger Verlag to younger hands. After 
thorough preparation and numerous intensive discussions, Mr Torsten Berndt will take 
over the management of Schwaneberger Verlag in January 2025. Mr Berndt has been well-
known in philately for many years, he was editor-in-chief in a publishing house for a long 
time and most recently he has gained further valuable experience in many important areas 
of responsibility in philatelic wholesale and retail trade. 
  
The good connections that Mr Berndt has with numerous philatelic associations, experts 
in the branch and philatelic study groups are expected to continue to support 
Schwaneberger Verlag in the future. The same applies, of course, to Mr Berndt's excellent 
knowledge of the philatelic trade structure and his good relations with collectors 
worldwide. ...”  
 
Hohenester assured Berndt that he would support him to the best of his abilities, 
especially at the beginning of his tenure, and he also hoped that the APHV and its 
members would be willing to do the same, “so that we can all hope for the continued 
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positive development of our trade.” 
 
Resumee 
Reviewing these individual reports in the light of day, it becomes clear that, on the one 
hand, there are definitely problems in the field of philatelic literature, especially printed 
literature, magazines, catalogues and monographs. Print runs are getting smaller and 
smaller and professional publishers can hardly make the profits that would be necessary 
to secure the future of such publications. The favourable possibilities of digital printing, 
print-on-demand and short print runs have been offset by massive price increases for 
paper and printing over the last two years, thereby minimising these advantages. 
 
On the other side, private authors who publish their own works as a hobby and therefore 
do not have to charge for their own editorial and layout work still have a chance of realising 
their dreams. But the number of professionally run publishing houses, even full-time 
authors and journalists, is dwindling massively. In contrast, there are still special 
organisations and study groups that mainly publish printed literature in a significant 
variety, magazines as well as books. For how much longer? No one can answer this 
question at present. But the exhibitions of the year 2024 leave room for hope that it is not 
yet the end of the philatelic world.  
 
 

 
 
A few new books were published in 2024: This year, the 19th volume of “Håndbok over 
Norges frimerker” (Handbook on Norwegian Stamps) was published and presented at the 
Nordic exhibition Nordia 2024 in Langesund. Jarl A. Aspaker published a new book on 
single circle Norwegian postmarks with 22 mm diameter and including the postal code. 
Aspaker also published Filatelistisk Årbok (Philatelic Year book), 41th edition 
Vemund Ljødal published new books/pamphlets about Norwegian Cinderellas. So far, 
there are close to 50 published, and more are expected in the future. 
 
Two exhibitions took place this year, one in Bodø and Nordia 2024 in Langesund. Both 
included the class for philatelic literature. 
 
Skien Frimerkeklubb celebrated 100 years and published a book on their history. Norske 
Filatelistisk Tidsskrift (The journal of the Federation) published 7 issues this year. Next 
year it will be reduced to 6 issues, due to higher costs in production and distribution.  

NORWAY                                                                                           by Kjell Age Johansen 
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11 Stamp societies publish their own journal, 2 to 4 issues. 2 societies publish journals 
only on the net. 
 
 

 
 

A Romanian Literature 2024. Books & Monographs. 
 

• MARINESCU Călin – 40 de ani de istorie poștală românească / 40 years of the 
Romanian Postal History 1830-1869 (bilingual edition, Romanian/English), vol. I – 
480 pag, vol. II – 468 pag, 2024 (= Postal history of the nineteenth century based 
on in-depth research in the Romanian archives). Contact: 
calinghmarinescu1955@gmail.com 

 
• CHIRICHEȘ Coriolan, PASCARIU Samuel – Catalogul Mărcilor Poștale Românești, vol. 

I (1858-2000), vol. II (2001-June 2024), Ed. Axa Botoșani (= A new Romanian 
Stamps Catalog). Contact: coriolan2006@yahoo.com 

 
• PINTICAN Liviu – Colecții, colecții – Pasiunea unui medieșan, Ed. Crisserv Mediaș 

2024, 335 pag, ISBN 978-973-8990-79-1 (= Selection of personal articles). Contact: 
l_pintican@yahoo.com 

 
• MÂRZA Radu – Vederi și peisaje dunărene. Album de cărți poștale, 1898-1930, Casa 

Cărții de Știință Cluj-Napoca, 2024, 130 pag, ISBN 978-606-17-2317-1 (cartophily) 
(=The localities bordering the Danube, from the springs to the sea, illustrated by 
postcards). Contact: rmarza@yahoo.com 

 
• STĂNESCU Gheorghe – Comunități dobrogene (bilingual edition), (= An album in 

which 20 local communities in Dobrogea are illustrated with 400 vintage images, 
including postcards and photographs). 

 
B Romanian Periodicals July-December 2024 

 
• Philatelica.ro, revistă de filatelie, cartofilie și numismatică / Magazine of Philately, 

Cartophily and Numismatics (printed), edited by the Philatelic Associations of 
Botoșani and of Republic Moldova (Chișinău), A4 full colour, in Romanian but with 
the main research studies bi-lingual, translated into English. Contacts: Coriolan 

ROMANIA                                                                                          by Grecu Dan-Simion 

mailto:calinghmarinescu1955@gmail.com
mailto:coriolan2006@yahoo.com
mailto:l_pintican@yahoo.com
mailto:rmarza@yahoo.com
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Chiricheș coriolan2006@yahoo.com, or Dan Dobrescu 
computerstamps@yahoo.com. Latest issues No. 20(76)/July-September 2024 and 
No. 21(77)/October-December 2024. 

 
• Brasovian Philatelic Studies / Studii Filatelice Brașovene (printed), edited by the 

Philatelic Association Brașov, editor and redactor: Vasile Florkievitz, contact: 
flaszlo2010@gmail.com. Traditional philately and postal history research studies, 
entirely bilingual (Romanian / English), A4, full colour. Latest issues: No. 
3(72)/2024 and 4(73)/2024 

 
• Magazin de Filatelie, Cartofilie și Numismatică / Magasine of Philately, Cartopihily 

and Numismatics (printed) edited by the Philatelic Association „Tomis” Constanța, 
A5 colour, mostly postcards, philately, numismatics and some postal history studies, 
in Romanian. Contact: asociatiafilatelistilortomis@gmail.com. Latest issues No. 
10(140)/Mai-August 2024, No. 11(141)/September-December 2024 

 
• Curierul Filatelic / The Philatelic Courier (digital format), edited by the Philatelic 

Association Sibiu, redactor Nicolae Salade, format A5. General informations, 
traditional philately, philatelic life, new issues, in Romanian. Contact: 
nicusalade@yahoo.com. Latest issues: issues No. 213 / April-June 2024, No. 214 / 
July-September 2024, No. 215 / October-December 2024 

 
• Stella Maris, edited by the Cartophily Association Constanța, redactor Gabriel-

Octavian Nicolae, issue no. 3(4) / July 2024. 
 

C Romanian Exhibitions with Literature Section July-December 2024 
 

• The National Exhibition „The Centenary of the Sibiu Philatelic Association 1924-
2024”, Sibiu (6-8 September 2024), with 9 literature entries (from which 5 were 
awarded Gold medals). On this occasion, a book was published by the Association, 
„Short history of philately in Sibiu in the Centenary Year” (Ed. A.T.U. Sibiu 2024, 125 
pag., ISBN 978-606-985-613-0) 

 
D Romanian Literature Awards in the International Exhibitions July-December 2024 

 
• Philatelic Literature Exhibition EXPO 2024 Cinisello Balsamo (Milano, Italy), 12-13 

October 2024. 

mailto:coriolan2006@yahoo.com
mailto:computerstamps@yahoo.com
mailto:flaszlo2010@gmail.com
mailto:asociatiafilatelistilortomis@gmail.com
mailto:nicusalade@yahoo.com
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• One Gold medal (Grecu Dan Simion – The Mail of POWs and Civilian Internees 1916-
1918) 

• Two Large Vermeil medals (Liviu Pintican – Hermann Oberth in Philately, and 
philatelica.ro magazine 2019-2024) 

• One Large Silver medal (Dan Dobrescu – Computer Stamps Catalog) 
 

• Hafnia, Copenhagen, Denmark (17-20 October 2024) 
• One Large Vermeil medal (Ioan Dejugan – Sibiu / Hermannstadt Ilustrated History… 

1896-1947, Vol. 1 + Vol. II) 
• One Large Silver medal (Constantin Horia Barbu – Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723) 

 
• Balkanfila, Thessaloniki, Greece (13-16 November 2024) 
• Two Gold medals (both to Grecu Dan-Simion – Romania during 1919-1921…, and 

The Mail of POWs and Civilian Internees 1916-1918),  
• Two Large Vermeil medals (Ambrus Francisc – www.balkanfila.eu, and Stănescu 

Gheorghe – Dobrogea Vintage Images) 
• Two Vermeil medals (Dan Dobrescu – Computer Stamps Catalog and Philatelica.ro 

magazine 2019-2024). 
 
 

 
 
In the second half of the 2024, the Union of the Philatelist of Serbia published a new issue 
of the “PHILATELIST” No. 284, Serbian philatelic journal, being published since 
September 1949. Expert texts about Serbian and Yugoslav philately are predominant in 
the journal. At the same time, it follows actual events on domestic/worldwide philatelic 
scene. Content and a brief description of the expert articles are available in English.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERBIA                                                                                                       by Vladimir Milic 
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CONTENT 
 

• Digitization of the “PHILATELIST” magazine - 
Boris Stupar 

• AUSTRIAN COURIERS AND CONSULAR POST IN 
BELGRADE 1792-1869. - Dragoljub Jovanović 

• A STUDY OF THE SERBIAN POST FROM THE 
SECOND OCCUPATION OF ALBANIA IN 1915 [4] 
- Prof. dr Milan Radovanovic 

• FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE POSTCARDS OF 
THE KINGDOM OF S.H.S. AND THE KINGDOM OF 
YUGOSLAVIA - Damir Novakovic 

• THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION (UPU) - 150 
YEARS SINCE ITS FOUNDATION (1874-2024) - 
Alma Koman 

• KEEP PHILATELY OPEN - Chris King, RDP 
• ’COMITE DES FEMMES SERBES’ - Prof. dr Milan 

Radovanovic 
• SERBIAN DEFINITIEV STAMPS 20024-2027 

EXPOBG – Adam Sofronijevic and Aleksandar Bata Despotovic 
• 11th APATIN´S EXHIBITION – Srdjan Acanski and Zeljko Popovic 
• OREBIC´S POSTACARDS EXHIBITION – Ugljesa Stefanovic 
• PETROVECFILA EXHIBITION – Rastislav Spevak 

 
The magazine “PHILATELIST” was awarded a gold medal at the regional exhibition 
BALKANFILA XX held in Thessaloniki in November 2024.  
Online version: casopis-filatelista-284.pdf 
 
 

 
 
In Sweden the following books have been published recently: 
 
Tomas Bjäringer & Kent Ryen, Royal confessions to a lifelong friend. Swedish & 
Norwegian Queen Louise's Correspondence 1850-1871. 
 
Lars Liwendahl, Samlarminnen. Svensk bältespännarfilateli under 150 år. (Collecting 

SWEDEN                                                                                                      by Erik Hamberg  

https://philaserbia.org/filatelista/2024/casopis-filatelista-284.pdf
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memoires: swedish cinderella philately during 150 years) 
 
Bo Dahlner, Sveriges bandfrimärken 1920-1936. (Sweden's coil stamps 1920-1936) 
 
Tomas Bjäringer & Mårten Sundberg, Tête-Bêche. Rarities from the Oval Issue of 
Finland 
 
Fredrik Nilsson, Frimärksemissionen Gustaf V i Medaljong 1908-1920. (The medallion 
stamps 1908-1920). 
 
Christer Brunström, Resor i frimärksvärlden (Voyages in the stamp world). 
 
Jonas Hällström, Samling Beckeman (The Beckeman collection). 
 
Bengt Bengtsson, Jan Halldén, Anders Johansson & Staffan Nilsson, Posthistoria från 
Varbergs kommun (Postal history from the Varberg area). 
 
 

 
 
The Emirates Philatelic Association (EPA) and Mega Mall, Sharjah hosted “Sharjah 2024 
Stamp Exhibition” to promote every aspect of philately in the region. The Exhibition was 
held from 20-24 November 2024, following literature entries were exhibited: 
 

Peter Allan Australia 
The Courier Journal of the 
Tasmanian Philatelic Society  

Large Vermeil 

Sushil Mehra India Gandhi Connections Silver 

Sridevi N India Harmonious Horizons Large Silver 

Antonio Geada Qatar Qatar Philatelic History 
Large Vermeil 
+(SP) 

Mahal Al Khushail Saudi Arabia 
Makkah and Madinah History 
through Stamps 

Silver 

Mahal Al Khushail Saudi Arabia Saudi Revenue Stamps Silver 

Aref A. Alhariri Yemen Stamps of South (National Identity) Silver Bronze 
 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES                                                               by Javaid Muhammad 
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We have a new philatelic book “Umm Al Quwain and its Ruler 
on the Postage Stamps” by Mr. Ahmed Saif Al Hasawi. 
 
Printed 100 copies in Arabic Language by Department of 
Tourism and Archaeology, Umm Al Quwain and available for 
free of cost. 
 
The book highlights a selection of postage stamps that 
documented the features of the Emirate of Umm Al Quwain 
and its leading symbols, represented by the images of the 
rulers of the emirate who led its renaissance with wisdom 
and insightful vision, and stamps that carry images of 
prominent historical monuments such as the Umm Al 
Quwain Fort, the symbol of power and civilizational heritage, 
and the Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al Mualla Mosque in the Ras area, which embodies the 
authenticity of Islamic architecture. The book also highlights distinctive stamps such as 
the discovery of the oldest pearl in the world in the Shabika area, which expresses the 
ancient connection of the emirate to the sea and the character of the archaeological site. 
The EPA organizes two major stamp exhibitions in the UAE annually and print exhibition 
catalogues with philatelic articles. These catalogues are acting as a tool to promote 
philatelic research work among philatelists.  
 
 

 
 
There have been some excellent books published since the last newsletter. But firstly I 
must start this report with congratulating Colin Tabeart on his FEPA award for 
‘Exceptional Study and Research’ for 2023 with his tome ‘British Long Distance Mail 
packets, Vol. 2’, published by the Stuart Rossiter Trust and available from the Trust’s 
website. 
 
As mentioned in my previous reports, ‘Anguilla’s Quest For Identity – The Philatelic Story’, 
by Susan Taylor, Julian Waldron & Graham Stockdale. This publication received a Gold 
Medal at GASS. 
 
The Royal Philatelic Society London has published two new books since my previous report. 
‘Great Britain Postal Stationery with Security / Advertising Collars’ by Alan Huggins MBE 

UNITED KINGDOM                                                      by Captain D. James Podger FRPSL 
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RDP HonFRPSL. This is priced at £50 for members and £56 for non members, plus 
shipping. The most recent publication being ‘Revenues and Telegraph Stamps of 
Nicaragua’ by Clayton Rubec FRPSL. This is priced at £54 for members and £60 for non 
members, plus shipping.   (www.rpsl.org.uk/Publications)  
 
The Stuart Rossiter Trust has recently published ‘Hugh Robinson - A Prisioner of War Story 
1939 – 1945’ by the late Gavin Fryer RDP FRPSL. This was Gavin’s final work and the SRT 
is pleased to get this to print, joining the many publications that he has written. It is 
available to order from the Trust’s website (www.rossitertrust.com) at £12.50 plus 
shipping. 
 
The West Indies Philatelic Study Group has recently published ‘Dominica Philately to 1967’ 
by Simon Richards FRPSL. Simon is the recognised authority on Dominica stamps and 
postal history and his book does not disappoint. Following the sad death of the Group’s 
previous editior Peter Ford, Paul Farrimond has taken over the reins as the Group’s 
Publications Officer. This latest book in a long line of specialised publications by the Group 
on individual Islands is available from the WIPSG website (www.wipsg.org/publications-
list-wipsg) for £32 for members and £36 for non members, plus shipping. 
 
Finally, nominations are invited for the 2025 Crawford Medal for Philatelic Literature. The 
Royal Philatelic Society London awards the Crawford Medal annually for the most valuable 
and original contribution to the study and knowledge of philately in book form, whether 
physical or electronic. Named to honour the memory of the Society’s former President, 
Lord Crawford, it was first presented in 1920.  
 
Nominations are invited for any book on a philatelic subject that has been published and 
was available for sale in 2023 or 2024. The book does not have to be published by the 
Royal Philatelic Society London or be written by a member of the RPSL and nominations 
are accepted from any individual, society or body. 
 
Nominations should be sent to Nicola Davies, Head of Collections, at The Royal Philatelic 
Society London, 15 Abchurch Lane, London EC4N 7BW or emailed to her at 
daviesn@rpsl.org.uk to arrive by 31 January 2025 at the latest. A non-returnable copy of 
the nominated book must be supplied to the RPSL library by that date, if the library does 
not already hold a copy of the nominated book. 
 
 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/Publications
http://www.rossitertrust.com/
http://www.wipsg.org/publications-list-wipsg
http://www.wipsg.org/publications-list-wipsg
mailto:daviesn@rpsl.org.uk
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The Sarasota (Florida) Philatelic Club recently held its annual literature competition, open 
to articles under 8,000 words. It is an opportunity for the authors of philatelic journal 
articles, who each year contribute to the hobby with new information for collectors, 
exhibitors and researchers, to receive recognition. 16 entries were judged remotely by a 
jury composed of Akthem Al-Manaseer (chairman), Patrick Walters and John Hotchner. 
Results will be announced at Sarapex 25, a week from now. Al-Manaseer will represent 
the jury at the show.  
 
The American Philatelic Society's Committee on the Accreditation of National Exhibitions 
and Judges is pleased to announce that Cheryl Ganz and Akthem Al-Manaseer have 
recently been accredited as National Literature Chief Judges.  
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA                                                                by John Hotchner 
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An update of the FIP literature class regulations and guidelines was approved by the 76th 
FIP Congress in Jakarta, Indonesia, in August 2022. The changes made to the regulations 
were minor, the main emphasis was an addition to the guidelines concerning the 
evaluation of the digital entries. 
 
Already then, it was generally agreed that the work of renewing the regulations should 
continue. 
 
In the summer of 2024, Aldo Samame y Samame, FIP Coordinator at the Literature 
Commission, spoke to me and suggested that we set up a group to continue the work of 
updating the regulations. The timing of this initiative was excellent, as there is plenty of 
time to complete the work and submit the resulting regulations for approval at the 2026 
FIP Congress.  
 
The formed working group was composed of Ari Muhonen as chairman, Aldo Samame y 
Samame, Javaid Muhammad, PC Shaw, Gerald Heschl and Cristian Mouat. The work got 
off to a good start in September 2024.  
 
In October, FEPA board member Giancarlo Morolli invited Wolfgang Maassen and me to 
discuss the reform of the FEPA literature regulations. We met at the Hafnia 2024 exhibition 
and went through the draft Giancarlo had sent us.  
 
The FEPA Congress, also held during the Hafnia 2024 exhibition, decided to set up a panel 
to review the draft. Three members of the working group were invited to join the panel. 
As a result, the work of our own group was put on hold. 
 
The group was able to discuss three topics in September and October: what constitutes 
good philatelic literature, what are the main difficulties in applying the current regulations 
and what definitions should be included in the new regulations. The results of these 
discussions are presented below. 
 
Good philatelic literature 
 
Good literature is meaningful to its readers, whatever the format. Even a short book, 
magazine, article or blog fulfils readers' needs if it provides new and useful information 

EFFORTS TO RENEW THE FIP LITERATURE REGULATIONS         by Ari Muhonen, FRPSL 
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to the target audience. Good writing includes concise and clear text that is easy to 
understand. Good quality images illustrate or complement the text. 
 
Good literature is accessible to the general public and easy to find in bookshops or 
libraries. It is catalogued in relevant databases with accurate bibliographic data. It is 
questionable whether literature behind a paywall is good. The content and information 
may be relevant, but if it's only accessible to people who can pay for it, it's not really 
disseminating knowledge. 
 
Different formats of literature have their own good qualities. Good books do not simply 
repeat common knowledge but provide new information that has been thoroughly 
researched. They should have a comprehensive bibliography or reference list and an index. 
The editorial line of a good journal will maintain coherence over time in everything related 
to the content. A good digital publication takes advantage of the latest technological 
possibilities of its platform or format. 
 
The most difficult problems with the current regulations: 
 
Two problems stand out in the application of the current regulations: the time available 
and the language of the entries. These problems have already been discussed in several 
fora, for example at the FIP Literature Commission seminar at IBRA 2022 and in the 
columns of The Philatelic Journalist and FEPANews. 
 
It is clear that lack of time is the main problem for the jurors in the literature class. It is 
impossible to read through all the entries, even if they were available. Therefore, the most 
realistic option is to modify the SREV so that they can be judged in the given time frame.  
 
We need to find criteria that can be judged on the basis of certain crucial parts of the 
publications. But even that is not enough, we need to find ways to give the jurors more 
time to do their work. 
 
Digital media exhibits are not a problem, because they can be accessed before the 
exhibition. Digital copies of the exhibits in printed form would solve many problems. They 
could be used to do 80% of the work by judging treatment and originality, significance 
and knowledge. The rest of the work can be completed on site with the physical item in 
hand. 
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Publications entered for the exhibition can be written in any language. Even if the jurors 
have a combined knowledge of several languages, this is often not enough. Language also 
poses a problem of identification. If an entry is submitted with its title translated into 
English, it may not be possible to identify the original work from the information in the 
exhibition catalogue alone. 
 
Fortunately, today's technology can help with the language problem. There are several 
apps for tablets and phones that translate written text on the fly, and browsers can be 
used to automatically translate a website into another language. This technology is not 
perfect, but it is good enough to understand the key parts of the literature entries. 
 
Important definitions 
 
We discussed a few key definitions that need to be included in the regulations. 
 
The regulations need to define with sufficient precision what constitutes philatelic 
literature. The current definition seems unnecessarily narrow and not everyone seems to 
understand it.  
 
In particular, we considered the following borderline cases 
- postcard literature 
- books in which stamps are used only as illustrations and not as the subject of the book 
itself 
- marketing leaflets or brochures for commercial products 
- general collectors’ magazines in which stamps are only one aspect 
- a section of a large website. 
 
Postcard literature should be allowed in the literature class, as postcard collections have 
their own competition class in the FIP regulations. However, literature should add to the 
knowledge, not just present beautiful cards, unless it is a census. 
 
All other borderline cases should be excluded from the literature class, as the regulations 
do not allow for their full evaluation. If a work does not deal adequately with philately or 
postcards, its treatment or knowledge cannot be evaluated. 
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Literature categories 
 
The current regulations divide literature into three categories: monographs, periodicals 
and digital media. This division has given rise to debate. 
 
The intellectual content of a publication should be the main source of evaluation, technical 
matters and typesetting are only secondary sources. The nature of monographs and 
periodicals is fundamentally different in this sense. They are distinguished by their 
information content, whereas digital media can be recognized by their technical 
characteristics. 
 
Monographs are detailed written studies of a single subject or an aspect of it, the 
information content of which forms a coherent whole. Periodicals usually consist of one 
or more articles on different subjects under an editorial line.  
 
Both monographs and periodicals can be divided in several subtypes. They differ in terms 
of subject matter and treatment, but their nature remains the same. Therefore, there is 
no need to further subdivide the categories. 
 
Digital media can be published on different platforms and can be text, images, sound or 
any other form of information. The regulations have their own evaluation criteria for 
technical characteristics, so digital publications need their own category. However, the 
content of digital media must be treated in the same way as print media. If a publication 
is published in print and electronic form with the same content, the breakdown points for 
treatment, significance and knowledge must be the same. 
 
It is essential to distinguish between publications that are "born digital" and those that 
are "produced for print". This is one of the key issues to be analysed further. It is even 
more important to discuss in the future because the boundaries between printed works 
and digital production may not be absolutely clear. 
 
PDFs of printed works or works produced for print are only 'digital media' to a very limited 
extent. A PDF is certainly not enough to be considered a 'digital medium'. It requires many 
additional functions that are only possible in born digital media, such as detailed search 
functions, redirection to related websites via hyperlinks, constant updating with new 
research results, and so on. 
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Conclusion 
 
The group was able to clarify the topics they discussed. The results presented here form 
a good background for further discussions on the renewal of both the FEPA and FIP 
literature class regulations. The work will continue after the FEPA panel has completed 
its work. 
 
 


