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MESSAGEFROMTHE CHAIRMAN Javaid Muhammad

I am pleased to welcome you to the June 2025 edition of our Philatelic Literature Newsletter.

On behalf of the bureau members, I extend heartfelt thanks to all the delegates for their invaluable
contributions in supporting philatelic literature and promoting its importance within the philatelic
community.

In the first half of 2025, two major philatelic exhibitions highlighted the growing strength of
philatelic literature.

At the Uruguay 2025 FIP Specialised World Stamp Exhibition, a total of 53 printed literature
exhibits and 11 digital exhibits were shown. Two exhibits received large gold medals, each scoring
95 points, while nine exhibits were awarded gold medals.

At Europhilex Birmingham 2025, an FIP Recognition Exhibition, the response was even stronger,
with 81 printed literature exhibits and 35 digital exhibits on display. Six exhibits were awarded
large gold and ten exhibits won gold medals.

The next FIP show (Philakorea 2025) will be held from 17 to 21 September 2025 in Seoul, Korea.
The FIP Literature Bureau is currently exploring the possibility of organizing the next FIP
Literature Qualifying Seminar during the Dubai 2026 World Stamp Exhibition, which is scheduled
to take place from 4 to 8 February 2026 in Dubai.

We will keep you informed with further updates regarding the seminar.

Finally, I extend a warm welcome to all the new members of the commission. Your enthusiasm
and commitment are vital to our continued growth, and I thank you all for your support.
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MESSAGE FIP Commission Liaison

Philatelic literature, in all its forms, is very important to our hobby. Disseminating studies,
research, and activities increases interest in philately worldwide. Learning about new contributions
in each area of interest is achieved through print and digital media, both of equal importance.
Therefore, it is important to display and comment on new publications, and this newsletter is a
very good way to support them.

But like everything in life, literature also evolves, both in its content and in the way it is published.
Thus, observing the changes that have occurred in recent years, a group of renowned specialists
in the field is conducting a review of the Regulations and Guidelines, which we hope will be
completed in the coming months.

As FIP Liaison for the Literature Commission, my thanks and congratulations to all its members
for keeping such an important philatelic area alive.

Aldo Samame FRPSL AIEP RAHF&HP

COUNTRY REPORTS Compiled by P.C. Shaw and Cristian Mouat

The delegates of the FIP Literature Commission were invited to submit reports from their
respective countries. We are pleased to present the following compilation of the reports as received.
Additionally, a few reports that were previously misplaced in email and inadvertently omitted from
the last newsletter have now been included in this issue.

AUSTRALIA by David Collyer

Besides monographs, there are other elements of philatelic literature that can assist in filling gaps
in our knowledge. Here are some examples from Australia:

i

‘Specialist Auction Catalogues”. Abacus Auctions of Melbourne has some examples of ‘name’ sales

From April 2022 to December 2023 this auction house produced three separate catalogues on the
Don Pearce Collection of South Australia. The previous handbook on this Australian Colony was
produced in 1955 and there have been significant finds since then. Vol 1 in April 2022 covered the
“Departmental stamps” of the colony for use in specific Government Departments. Vol. 2 in
November 2022 offered the Postage stamps of the Colony. Vol 3 in December 2023 covered the
Postal History of the Colony up to Federation in 1901. These works extended the knowledge on
the Philately of the Colonial period of South Australia. This set was awarded a vermeil level at
Sydney Stamp and Coin Expo 2025.
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A second Abacus Name auction is the Brian Peace collection of delayed, damaged and disaster
mail of Australia, New Zealand & the Pacific. The Australian section covers material related to
criminal act, fires, natural disasters, ship wrecks and air disasters. Whilst the author has published
a series of books on airmail disasters, these catalogues cover a wider area of interest.

Philatelic exhibition catalogues: Australian holds separate multi frame and one frame exhibition
each year. These publications often include articles that appear nowhere else.

The catalogue of Canberra Stamp Show September 2024 contained the following articles
e Where are the women Philatelists- Stephenie Bromer
e 150%™ Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) - Ian McMahon
e Canberra’s own Cobb & Co Coach- Tony Curtis

Cobb & Co Coach’s carried mail to localities before the railway or to placed not serviced by the
railway.

The Australian 2024 One Frame exhibition was held at Toowoomba on the Darling Downs in
October 2024. Its articles included:
e A short history of steam Engine 106. John Haring- This steam locomotive was built at
Toowoomba
¢ When Communities became localities -Rod Forest -The marcophily of the 15 towns around
Toowoomba

Sydney Stamp & Coin Expo March 2025. This multi frame exhibition celebrated the 175%™
Anniversary of the first postage stamps, the “Sydney Views” of the New South Wales Colony.
e The “Sydney Views” (Geoffrey Kellow). A summary of the issue with colour illustrations

Journal Trends.

In recent times specialist society journal are undergoing change. For specialist clubs a regular
paper journal was a benefit to members outside the location of the club. There are fewer specialist
journal remaining solely as paper hard copy.

The Australian Airmail Society, based in South Australia but with a national membership, at
present continues to publish in hard copy on aerophilately.

The Bulletin of the Commonwealth Collectors Club of NSW has been publishing since 1962. For
collectors of Australian Commonwealth Philately, it remains a major research resource. In recent
years the club offers its bulletin in either hardcopy or soft copy or both.

Capital Philately, the journal of the Philatelic Society of Canberra publishes articles on a wide
range of topics. The club is also a hub for picture postcard collectors. The journal has now changed
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from paper hard copy to on line only. In its digital form is was entered at Sydney 2025 in the
literature class.

On-Line Resources
Many Australian philatelic clubs & societies have websites. An assess point is the Australian
Philatelic Federation (APF) website and click on “States” to find clubs.

The Philatelic Association of New South Wales (Philas) is a state based body for organised Philately.
It has presences on Facebook, X (Twitter), & Instagram. It also has a website and publishes a
hard copy newsletter — Philas News.

The Australian Philately for Polar Philately based in Sydney has an Australian wide and
international membership. The club has details of philatelic activities in the Australian Antarctic
Territory and as far back as the early 20" Century. It holds its monthly meeting by Zoom. Currently
it has a presence on Facebook and Instagram

Philatelic Literature remains active in Australia.

AUSTRIA by Gerald Heschl

Two national exhibitions took place during the reporting period (OVEBRIA from 1 to 3 May 2025
in Hohenems and Marke &Miinze from 23 to 25 May 2025). In both exhibitions, there was a
literature class with a total of 14 works, four of which received a gold medal, two a grand vermeil,
six a vermeil and two a silver medal.

A publication with all the exhibits is planned for the special exhibition ‘175 Years of Stamps in
Austria’ in Graz.

New publications include a monograph by Wolfgang Schubert: ‘Postamter von Wien und deren
Rekommandation bis 1938'. Armin Lind has written a book on value letters in Austria.

In terms of periodicals, it should be emphasised that the Vindobona philatelic club in Vienna is
publishing a series in its monthly magazine to mark 175 years of Austria's first stamp.

The association's magazine ‘Die Briefmarke’ is currently publishing a series of articles on the FIP's
exhibition guidelines, including, of course, the evaluation criteria for literature.

In March 2025, the rapporteur held a workshop on literature juries as part of the Austrian jury
seminar, from which the first female Austrian literature juror emerged. Two other jurors have
qualified as literature jurors for national exhibitions in the course of cross-accreditation.
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CHILE by Cristian Mouat

Chile Filatélico, issue number 307, period November 2024 to April 2025.
68 pages, full color, printed in paper of 130 gr. and hard cover of 180 gr.

Main Articles:

-Inverted Centers of Chile, (V part), by Cristian Mouat.

-Postal History of Isla de Pascua, by Jorge Rojas.

-International Coupon Response (CRI) A Postal Stationary with low

knowledge, by Marisol Hernandez.

-Cabezones Series, the 50 cents stamp, chocolate, new varieties
not in catalogue and the position in the sheet, by Rodrigo Bravo.

-Pursuing the Variant: The Dropped N variety of Chile’'s second
mail etiquette, by Carlos Vergara.

-Placido Ramdn de Torres and the “classical” fakes of Chile, by

Gerhard Lang-Valchs.

CHILE FILATELICO

GERMANY by Wolfgang Maassen

Overall, there were few surprises this time around. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for the
general situation around the world, where wars, disasters and threatening scenarios continue
unabated. For those who are fortunate enough to be able to pursue their hobby unhindered,
philately can offer a certain degree of distraction, perhaps even relaxation.

Otherwise, the general situation in Germany has changed little as far as philatelic literature and
its authors are concerned. At the end of 2024, PHILA PRESS Verlag discontinued its magazine Der
Briefmarken Spiegel, which had been successful for decades and has now been merged into the
Deutsche Briefmarken-Zeitung (DBZ), which is exactly 100 years old this year.

There has been a change at Schwaneberger Verlag, the publisher of the world-renowned MICHEL
catalogues. Owner and managing director Hans W. Hohenester retired a few months ago and has
been succeeded as managing director by Torsten Berndt.

Another change affects the AIJP, the International Association of Philatelic Authors and
Journalists. After 20 years, the president of the association is also stepping down from his position
for reasons of age, and on 14 November 2025, a new board will be elected at the AIJP's annual
congress in Wiesbaden as part of a multi-day literature event at the Heinrich Kohler auction house,
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which is being co-organised by the AIJP. A comprehensive brochure provides further information.
Competent speakers from several European countries will present interesting and varied topics.

New publications in philatelic literature in Germany remain consistently numerous and intense.
Despite the advancing age of many authors, this does not prevent them from actively and
enthusiastically presenting new topics to the public. New technologies and inexpensive digital
printing have made it possible for many publications to appear that would have been unthinkable
in the past. The increasing length of monographs, which often exceed 300 or 500 pages, is also
striking. Colour is now standard, as is hardcover binding for many publications.

Although the number of digital publications, websites, platforms and similar offerings is
increasing, this seems to have little effect on print media. It is more a case of both, similar to film
and video offerings, which have also experienced a significant increase. Diversity is the order of
the day. This is in line with the impressions gained at the two major international book fairs in
Frankfurt am Main and Leipzig: the classic book is more in demand than ever!

Reviews of exhibitions

The enthusiasm of authors and publishers for exhibitions has not waned, as special literature
exhibitions prove. These include the so-called Literature Exhibition of Working Groups, which takes
place every two years in Germany. This was already reported on in the last newsletter.

German literature exhibitors were also represented internationally in 2025, whether at EuroPhilex
in Birmingham or Bernaba in Bern. However, the fact that two such important events took place
in quick succession in the same month reduced the willingness to participate.

Nevertheless, a special result at Bernaba is worth highlighting. Jlirgen Herbst won Grand Gold
and 95 points with his ‘Handbuch der sachsischen Francomarken sowie deren Entwertung’
(Handbook of Saxon Francomarks and their Cancellation), which also made him one of the
candidates for the Grand Prix of the Multilateral Exhibition. Even though he did not win this prize
in Bern, it showed that philatelic literature can compete on an equal footing and receive fair
treatment.

Despite all the appreciation and recognition that individual organisers and events deserve for
taking on the task of planning and hosting major events for others in difficult times, it cannot be
overlooked that there is still room for improvement in many areas. This is particularly true for the
work of the literature jury. I have summarised some of my personal experiences and thoughts on
this subject, which I would like to submit to the Literature Commission for discussion.
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Hellenic Philateli i HP
Magazine: Philotelia, in Greek and English.
Vol. 101 (2024), issue 749 (November-December 2024)

Vol. 102 (2025), issue 750 (January-February 2025)
Vol. 102 (2025), issue 751 (March-April 2025)

Philatelic Society of Athens

Magazine: Grammatosimo ("Stamp") in Greek.

Period C, 13th year, issue 37: September-December 2024.

Period C, 14th year, issue 38: January -April 2025.

Philateli i f Lesvos:
Magazine: Philatelic Lesvos, in Greek.
Issue 294 (July-September 2024).
Issue 295 (October-December 2024).

No books issued during this period.

Literature Commaission

by Dimitrios Papitsis
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HONG KONG by P.C. Shaw

Hong Kong Philatelic Society continues to publish the monthly newsletter, maintain an account in
Facebook and Instagram. Recorded joint monthly meeting with Hong Kong Study Circle
sponsored by FIAP are uploaded to Youtube and is accessible by searching Hong Kong Philatelic
Society. The Society has also published the annual journal and organised the national level
exhibition Hong Kong Stampex in May. In the literature class, four books have been shown and
the results are listed as follow:

Liu Deli Ouyue Postal Stationery Research Association Study of Lv
Postal Stationery 2024
David Lu A Special Study on First Trial Flight Between Shanghai and | G

Tihwa by Eurasia Aviation Corporation from December
1931 to January 1932

George Yue Postal History Research of Santuao Lv
Stephen Chan Stamp Trivia of Macau \"

P \ X . — J-2 . Editor’s Note / Hong Kong Philatelic Society Committee 2024-2025 /
&3 The HOﬂg Kong Philatelic SOClety Patron, Honorary Life President and Honorary Members

% ﬁ‘@ ’%‘Q‘ 4 Contents

4-3 © Snapshot of Society Activities 2024

1011 Philatelic Diary of Hong Kong 2024 ........ by Albert H.K. LAl 223562
12-20 First Day Covers — From Gollecting to Exhibiting ........ by Dr. Andrew CHEUNG, FRPSL, AIEP 3R 58
21-32 . Parcel Wrapper to Nagasaki with Type 7 Hong Kong
: Double-Arc Datestamp ........ by Charles CHAN, FrsL JREX

33-40 . Adding New Knowledge: More on Canada’s
; C-Force in Hong Kong ....... by Sam CHIU Ph.D., FRPSC; FRPSL B3 5E ; FIP Jury Fellow

41-55 | Hong Kong Post Office Mails —
SERVICE DES POSTES Handstamps ........by Simon C.K. CHOI ZE488)

56-60 . Hong Kong Overprinted Private Postal Wrappers ....... by Dr Jehn K. COURTIS, FRPSL
6165 . The Centennial of Jin Yong &8 H F4L& (1924-2024) ........ by NG Kwal Lung SRR

66-73 . Maximum Cards of the Old General Post Office of Hong Kong ........ by Pamela PANG 27825
74-77 . Ribhon Type Machine Cancellations on Hong Kong QEII Stamps ........ by P.C. SHAW B34

78-87 . Air France 1938 Trial Flights between
: Hanoi and Hong Kong ........ by john TANG B83248 and Richard A WHITTINGTON

88-91 Hong Kong Rectangular Rubber Parcel Datestamps ........by K.K. TSUI fR5R#E

92-97 . Macau Red Cross Correspondence during WWII ........ by Stephen CHAN, RPsL IREZAR
98-103 . British Post Offices in China ........by Dennis CHOW EZig%

104-109 . Interesting Facts about the Chinese Oak Silkworm and Their Reflection
* inPhilately ........by Viadimir KACHAN

HO-1 . Paraguay: A New Postal Stationery Discovery for the
H Major Error Usage 1901 ........by Leon Hong L1 FRPSL 72

N2-16 . An Account on My Activities during the Shanghai 2024

: Asian International Stamp Exhibition Ei#F35BEE ... by K.P. MAK BES
117135 . A Study on the Pagoda Anchorage IPO Tie-print and Its Usages

- REWIPORSERHMEMZHE ... by Xiu RUAN FTE 1S

136-157 . Outgoing Ship Letters from China up to 1840 Part 1 —
. Ship Letters ta Britain via the Cape of Good Hope ........ by Richard AWHITTINGTON
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by Pratisad Neugaonkar

In THAILAND 2025 six entries and in PHILAKOREA 2025 seven Literature entries have confirmed

participation.

In Uruguay 2025 total 7 entries including 4 entries in Philatelic Literature and 3 in Digital
categories were awarded 4 Large Silver, 2 Silver and 1 Silver Bronze medals respectively.

Please find below Literature published in India in last 6 months.

The book “Ramayana on Stamps” by Shri M. Lokeswara Rao IFS
(Retd) contains a total of 39 chapters, and it is not feasible to
include all 24,000 shlokas of the Ramayana within it. However,
some important shlokas have been included in the synopsis of
each Kanda in the chapter “Ramayana at a Glance,” and additional
shlokas are featured in other chapters as well. Stamps related to
the Ramayana issued by different countries are included in the
country-wise chapters of “Ramayana on Stamps.”

Each chapter presents a unique perspective on the Ramayana,
featuring notable quotes, life lessons, and a special focus on
Rama’s exile path, showcasing stamps that illuminate the places

where this divine narrative unfolded.

GUARDIANS OF HERITAGE

EXFLIMUNG THE WORRLD DF G0 TAG PRODUCTS OF INTHA

Senthilkumar Chandrasekaran
A Tribete tuough Fhilaielic Prodects

The book "Guardians of Heritage: Exploring the
World of GI Tag Products of India" authored by
Shri. Senthilkumar Chandrasekaran. This book
contains careful compilation of Philatelic
materials related to GI Tag Products registered in
India. India, with its vast cultural and ecological
diversity, has bestowed GI recognition upon a
wide array of products like Darjeeling Tea, Tirupati
Laddu, Kanchipuram Silk, Maharashtra’s
Alphonso Mango, Mysore Silk etc.

This compilation comprises 376 products out of

658 registered products from India and 26 products out of 39 registered products from outside

India.

A total of 586 philatelic materials are depicted in this 280 pages fully coloured book. The book is
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made in A4 size with hard bound. The high quality 130 GSM paper makes the printing quality very
attractive.

“PHILATELY- with a Goan Connect” authored by Mr. Rolando de
Melo. This book gives chronological information regarding the PHILATELY 2025

various stamps, cancellations and other philatelic materials wih 2 Goan Consoct
released in Goa from 1871 to 2025. The first edition of this book
was released in 2022 and it got Silver medal at National
Philatelic Exhibition - Amritpex 2023 under literature class. The
updated second edition also carries an important section on
Portuguese India Stamps and other materials. This 240 page
full colour book is printed on high quality glossy paper and is
priced as Rs.2000/- This compilation is a must have for all those
interested in the philatelic interpretation of Goa.

The Indian Collectors' Chronicle majorly delves

in Philately, especially promotes the idea of

exhibiting, FIP rules and activities leading to

INDIAN "Organised" philately. Also informs about latest

C ll t ) events in the Philatelic world. Being issued from
0 e C Ors Kolkata, it also celebrates the achievements of

e the city philatelists. It's a monthly news
Chron]_Cle magazine. The first issue of the magazine is

Stamps. Coins. Ephemera. Action Figures. Collectibles. published and the Chief Editor is Mr. Aranya
Duta Choudhury.

A Compendium of Articles on the Half Anna Lithograph Stamps by Dinesh Kanabar, published in
2025.

This book is an attempt to compile all the known articles that have been published and bring them
to one place so that the references can be less time-consuming. It's a 280-page book. The author
has distributed this book free to all the members of PCI, India Study Circle, and RPSL.

“The Natives” - Cultural & Social History of India during The Raj, based on 550 Scarce Vintage
Picture Postcards, almost all of which have been produced between 1898 and 1918. The academic
matter herein has almost entirely been referred to from literature prior to 1922. Published March
2025, 425 pages, 31 cm x 22 cm, M.R.P - 4400/-, Hardbound, Weight - 2.2 Kg.
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ITALY by Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi RDP

In the second half of 2024, in Italy the main literature activity was the publication of this important
book:

Lorenzo Carra

ITALIA E IBERIA La posta fra gli stati delle due penisole 1814-1876

ITALY AND IBERIA - The mail between the States of the two Peninsulas 1814-1876

Milano, Unificato, 2024, 320 p.

The study is focused on the postal relations of Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, including Iberian
territories, with the Old Italian states and the Kingdom of Italy up to 1875.
It is based on the analyses of the official Postal Conventions and of about 600 letters, incoming
and outgoing, to show how the post office worked at that time, explaining routes and the rates
under the various postal conventions in force, during the period from 1814 to 1875, the date when
Italy, Spain and Portugal became members of the General Postal Union.

It includes a very useful list of more than 100 conventions analysed, and a detailed index of names
and places, and of postmarks.

JAPAN by Yukihiro SHODA

Competitive Philatelic Literature Event in JAPAN (2025 First Half Season).

Stampex Japan 2025 (Mar.29 - 31), there were 9 entries (8 Books). Receiving the highest award
was a Large Vermeil medal: “Vladivostok Shipping Route and Postal Service (2) ~ Focusing on
Japan Sea Shipping Routes 1896-1910"

Competitive Philatelic Literature Events in JAPAN (2024 Season): There are three national
exhibitions which hold Literature Competition this year in JAPAN.

Stampex Japan 2024 (Mar.30 - Apr.1), there were 3 entries (3 Books) Receiving the highest award
was a Large Gold medal: “Spacialized Catalogue of the Showa Definitives Issue 1950-1965”

All Japan Stamp Exhibition 2024 (Jul.13 - 15), there were 8 entries (6 Books, 2 Periodicals).
Receiving the hightest award was a Gold medal: “Spacialized Catalogue of the Showa Definitives
Issue 1950-1965”

Japan Philatelic Exhibition 2024 (Nov.1-3), there were 20 entries (9 Books, 11 Periodicals).
Receiving the highest award was a Large Gold medal: "The EQ Report (Japan 1923 Provisional
Stamps)”
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NETHERLANDS by Frans Jorissen

In the Netherlands, the library of the Royal Dutch Association of Philatelic Societies, with its
collection of more than 40,000 books and journals, remains a valuable source of philatelic
knowledge. The whole inventory is now online (https://app.colibris.be/knbf/), and almost all books
can be borrowed (contact: bibliotheek@knbf.nl).

The monthly journal Filately (https://www.maandbladfilatelie.nl/), which has existed for more than
a century, has over the years made big efforts to increase its quality. For those interested in Dutch
philately (and able to read in Dutch), it offers every month an incredible selection of high quality
articles written by prominent philatelists. All journals until 2020 are freely available on the website;
have a look at the wide array of fascinating articles!

Since 1994, a small team of Dutch philatelists has
been publishing the “Handbook of Postal Values
Netherlands” https://www.postwaarden.nl/. In this
monumental standard work, all stamps of the
Netherlands are treated in great detail. After 30
years, more than 70 loose-leafed installments have
been issued, for a total of more than a meter width
on my book-shelf. Indispensable for any serious
collector of Dutch philately!
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In 2024 the Dutch Academy for Philately https://nedacademievoorfilatelie.nl/ has existed for 40
years. For this occasion, a Jubilee book was issued. In this book, about 40 of the members wrote
short articles (3 to 6 pages) about a wide array of philatelic subjects. The book gives a wonderful
insight in the topics that fuel the passion of Dutch topnotch philatelists. Some copies are still
available.

The most remarkable philatelic literature event of 2024 was probably the online publication of the
philatelic exhibit on the impact of World War II on the Netherlands

http://arnhempostalhistory.org/exhibits/.

The exhibit has been conceived by a team
led by Kees Adema and Tim Gale. Itis based
on a unique collection of about 5000 postal
[ history items brought together as part of

~ the Arnhem Postal History project. The
online exhibit treats five individual themes:
:"5‘“‘»' holocaust in Holland, the battle of Arnhem,



https://app.colibris.be/knbf/
mailto:bibliotheek@knbf.nl
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the 1940 invasion and occupation of the Netherlands, daily life in occupied Netherlands and the
1944-45 hunger winter and liberation. Every theme is treated (in English) on forty tabloid pages,
which present an intriguing mix of philatelic and other items. The exhibit is unique by giving a
prominent place to postal history items in what is basically a historical study.

NEW ZEALAND by Norman Banfield

Each time NZ runs a National Philatelic Literature Exhibition, people overseas and overseas
Exhibition Commissioners help by advertising the event to other Commissioners and offering to
bring entries which they can take to the exhibition to be brought back to NZ.

The essential points about the exhibition are:

e Date - 6 December 2025 - Entry form by 6 October

¢ No entry fee

e Only one copy of a book or monograph is requested, or a year’s worth of a magazine or
journal

e All types of electronic philatelic ‘literature’ are catered for

e Each entry receives a certificate and written critique

e Each entry is judged by an experienced panel of international exhibitors/judges/ authors

I know books may be heavy, but we know already there will be at least 2 or 3 New Zealanders at
both Philakorea and Bangkok.

For more information, please contact
Email captaincogk@gmail.com
Postal P O Box 9246

Tower Junction

Christchurch 8149

New Zealand


mailto:captaincoqk@gmail.com
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ROMANIA by Grecu Dan-Simion
Here is my report on Romanian philatelic literature during the first 6 months of 2025:

A. Romanian Literature January-June 2025.
New Books & Monographs.
Francisc AMBRUS - Romania. Catalogul specializat al timbrelor fiscale / Romania Specialized
Catalogue of Revenue Stamps 1872-1919, Vol. 1, second revised edition 2025 (1 edition in
2009). Contact: franambrus@yahoo.com

B. Romanian Periodicals January-June 2025
Philatelica.ro, revista de filatelie, cartofilie si numismatica / Magazine of Philately, Cartophily
and Numismatics (Botosani/Chisindu), No. 22(78) / Jan. - March 2025, 23(79) / Apr. — June
2025.

Brasovian Philatelic Studies / Studii Filatelice Brasovene (Brasov), No. 1(74) / 2025 and 2(75)
/ 2025.

Magazin de Filatelie, Cartofilie si Numismatica / Magasine of Philately, Cartophily and
Numismatics (Constanta), No. 142(12) / Jan. — April 2025.

Curierul Filatelic / The Philatelic Courier (Sibiu), No. 216 / Jan. - March 2025, No. 217 / Apr. -
June 2025.

C. Romanian Literature Awards at the International Exhibitions January-June 2025
URUGUAY 2025, Specialized World Stamp Exhibtion (Maca Museum, Uruguay), 17-22 February
2025.

o One Large Gold medal (Savoiu Emanoil - Romanian Postal Stationary 1870-1959, 2
volumes)

o One Gold medal (Grecu Dan Simion — Repression and Population Movements in
Romania, 1921-1964, 2 volumes)

o One Large Vermeil medal (Viorica Hrustovici - Female Celebrities in Philately)

EuroPhilEx Birmingham 2025 (Birmingham, United Kingdom), 7-11 May 2025

o One Gold medal (Grecu Dan Simion - Repression and Population Movements in
Romania, 1921-1964, 2 volumes)

o One Large Vermeil medal (Francisc Ambrus - Romania Specialized Catalogue of
Revenue Stamps 1872-1919, Vol. 1)

o Two Vermeil medals (Savoiu Emanoil - Romanian Postal Stationary 1870-1959, 2
volumes and Ioan Dejugan - Sibiu/Hermannstadt, Illustrated History, 3 volumes)

o One Large Silver medal (Vasile-Valentin Golea - www.e-filatelia.ro)


mailto:franambrus@yahoo.com
http://www.e-filatelia.ro/
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SERBIA by Vladimir Milic

At the beginning of June, the promotion of the No. 285 “PHILATELIST” magazine was held at the
PTT Museum in Belgrade.

The promotion of the national philatelic magazine, which has been published continuously for 77
years, was organized as part of an even more significant anniversary: 185 years of the Serbian
Post.

On May 25%, 1840 (June 6 according to the Gregorian calendar), the postal service began
accepting letters from private users. On that day, postal items were stamped with a framed stamp
“Belgrade”, and this date is considered as the first day of postal service in Serbia.

Enhancing the significance of the event was the philatelic exhibition titled "The Principality and
Kingdom of Serbia from the Philatelic Collection of Predrag Cuki Anti¢", which has been on display
at the PTT Museum until June 25. One of the key exhibits is a letter sent on that first day of postal
service in Serbia, stamped with the framed "Belgrade".

Presentation in the PTT museum in Belgrade

This issue of the magazine is dedicated to SiniSa Ostoji¢, a doyen of Serbian philately, one of the
founders of the Serbian Philatelic Association, and a member of the Board of the Yugoslav
Philatelic Association. SiniSa Ostoji¢ made an immeasurable contribution to the study and
systematization of postmarks and the earliest Serbian postage stamps.



roMrs

Literature Commaission

CONTENT

e Commemorative Issue: Constitution of Montenegro 1905 - Prof. dr Jovan Veli¢kovi¢

e The World of Postage Stamps as a Bridge Between Nations - Aleksandar Gatalica

e Postal Agencies (Auxiliary Post Offices) in Bosnia and Herzegovina During the Austro-
Hungarian Occupation (1878-1918) - Davorin Gelo

e The Serbian-Montenegrin Offensive in Eastern Bosnia - Prof. dr Milan Radovanovi¢

e Postal Cards of the Kingdom of Serbia - New Discoveries - Nikola Ljubici¢

e The Role of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in Airmail Transport Between Southeastern Europe
and North America 1939-1941 - Ratomir Zivkovi¢

e The Yugoslav Hyperinflation Period 1993/94: Use of Regular Stamps “A” and “R” in
International Traffic - Vladimir Mili¢

e “Keep Philately Open” - Chris King’s Commentary — A Competitive Exhibit in the OPEN
CLASS - Goran Susa

¢ Overview of Commemorative Postage Stamp Issues for the Period July — December 2024

e Designs for Postage Stamps by Borde Andrejevi¢ - Goradana Rafael PTT Museum

¢ Commemorative Issues and Special Postmarks of the Backi Petrovac Philatelic Society in
2024 - Rastislav Spevak

e Personalized Postage Stamp in Honor of the 70th Anniversary of the Algerian Revolution -
Marko Jeli¢

e Program of Commemorative Postage Stamp Issues for 2025

e Review: Article in The London Philatelist No. 1516 - Milos Vukovic¢

Online version: Filatelista 285
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES by Javaid Muhammad
In the first half of 2025, two outstanding philatelic literature books have been published.

The first focuses on the postal history of the UAE, offering in-depth research and documentation.
The second presents a comprehensive study of UAE stamps, including First Day Covers (FDCs),
postal notices, and other related philatelic material, providing valuable insight for collectors and
researchers alike.

United Arab Emirates Postal History 1972-2001
By Javaid Muhammad Ashraf

This book traces the evolution of postal services in the [ — ] |
United Arab Emirates from 1972 to 2001 under the Federal | '
Ministry of Communication and the General Postal ||

Authority, with special study and research on different
types of postmarks along with routes and postal rates. i

u'{!“-@-\'j:n
gy

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Alongside this, the book highlights basic stamp issues and | POSTAL HISTORY
documents the post offices that were operational across | 1972-2001

the UAE during the three decades in focus. |

The UAE’s postal history mirrors its journey as a nation.
The early consolidation of postal systems reflects the
unification of the emirates. Key milestones include the
establishment of the General Postal Authority in 1985 and
its transition to Emirates Post in 2001, showcasing the
nation’s growth and modernization.

UNITED ARAR EMIRATES 4 -toll el 2l

The postal history of the UAE mirrors the country's remarkable transformation. The early efforts
to consolidate postal services reflect the spirit of national unification. Key milestones, such as the
establishment of the General Postal Authority in 1985 and the transition to Emirates Post in 2001,
showcase the country's path toward modernization and global integration.

Published by Emirates Philatelic Association
February 2025

Pages: 256 pages with hardcover
Language: English

ISBN: 978-9948-715-09-2
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UAE Stamps: A Journey Through Postal History” 1972-1985
By Ahmed Saif Alhasawi

The book features a comprehensive collection of postage stamps, along with first-day covers and
postal notices that chronicle the history of each issue. Detailed explanations highlight the
background and significance of each release. It also includes stamps that were withdrawn or
removed from circulation, with explanations of the reasons behind their withdrawal.

It also explores commemorative postmarks, and = ¢
other philatelic materials, providing readers with the )
first comprehensive reference focusing on the
foundational stage of the UAE’s postal history.

UAE stamps

A journey through postal history

Publish in 2025 -5’:}:' e T T
Pages: 207 pages with hardcover L,
Language: Arabic/English

ISBN: 9789948702085

Author email: mr.alhasawi@gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM by Captain D. James Podger FRPSL

Since my last report the UK has enjoyed a successful ‘Europhilex Birmingham 2025’, which was
the first time that the UK has held a major philatelic exhibition outside London.

There were 116 literature entries of which 35 were digital entries, marking the increased use of
this medium for literature. The jury awarded 11 gold medals (8 for monographs and 3 for
catalogues) and 6 large gold medals (all for monographs). Three monographs were awarded 96
points: ‘Postal Stationery of Denmark — The Bi-coloured Issue 1871 — 1905’, by Lars Engelbrecht
FRPSL; ‘The Mulready Caricature’, by Robin Cassell FRPSL & Richard Hobbs FRPSL; ‘New York City
Foreign Mail 1845 - 1878’, by Nick Kirke. Nick Kirke's publication was awarded Best in Class.

It was good to see that a large number of visitors were drawn to the reading room and spent time
looking through the entries. The reading room being supervised by the AIJP with Claudia and
Wolfgang Massen FRPSL. The sponsors of the reading room The Stuart Rossiter Trust, were also
located in the reading room to sell some of their publications and to attract new authors.

The Stuart Rossiter Trust has recently published ‘St Helena The Philately of The Anglo Boer War
Years, April 1900 to December 1902’, by B.J. Mabbett & W.P. Vevers FRPSL. It is available to order


mailto:mr.alhasawi@gmail.com
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from the Trust’s website (www.rossitertrust.com) at £30 plus shipping.

On the 24t and 25 June the Royal Philatelic Society London held the Fourth Annual Crawford
Festival, which this year focused on ‘Archives in Philatelic Research’. A number of excellent
presentations were given on topics ranging from the use of archives and how non-philatelic
archives can prove of great use to philatelists to the digitalisation and preservation of archive
materials. There was a lot of discussion on ‘metadata’.

On the Wednesday, the winner of the Crawford medal for 2025 was announced. There were six
candidates, ‘Téte-Béche. Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland’, by Tomas Bjaringer RDP Hon
FRPSL and Marten Sundberg FRPSL; ‘Italia e Iberia: la posta fra gli Stati delle due penisole 1814
- 1876 / Italyand Iberia: the mail between the states of the two Peninsulas 1814 - 1876’, by
Lorenzo Carra; ‘The Rhodesias and Nyasaland. From Colonial Rule to Majority Rule. The Evolution
of the Mails’, by Brian Trotter RDP Hon FRPSL, Pat Flanagan FRPSL, Keith Harrop FRPSL; ‘New
York City Foreign mail 1845 - 1878’ (2 Volumes), by Nicholas M. Kirke; ‘The Postal Stationery of
Nigeria’, by Peter Harlyck; ‘Dominica: Philately to 1967’, by Simon Richards RDP FRPSL. To great
acclaim the winner was announced: ‘Téte-Béche. Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland’, by Tomas
Bjaringer RDP Hon FRPSL and Marten Sundberg FRPSL.

Finally, nominations are invited for the 2026 Crawford Medal for Philatelic Literature. The Royal
Philatelic Society London awards the Crawford Medal annually for the most valuable and original
contribution to the study and knowledge of philately in book form, whether physical or electronic.
Named to honour the memory of the Society’s former President, Lord Crawford, it was first
presented in 1920.

Nominations are invited for any book on a philatelic subject that has been published and was
available for sale in 2024 or 2025. The book does not have to be published by the Royal Philatelic
Society London or be written by a member of the RPSL and nominations are accepted from any
individual, society or body.

Nominations should be sent to Nicola Davies, Head of Collections, at The Royal Philatelic Society
London, 15 Abchurch Lane, London EC4N 7BW or emailed to her at daviesn@rpsl.org.uk to arrive
by 31 January 2026 at the latest. A non-returnable copy of the nominated book must be supplied
to the RPSL library by that date, if the library does not already hold a copy of the nominated book.



http://www.rossitertrust.com/
mailto:daviesn@rpsl.org.uk
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ST HELENA New York City Foreign Mail
THE PHILATELY OF THE 1845-1878
ANGLO BOEE
WAR YEARE
AFRIL 1000 TO
DECEMBER 1902

Volume 1, 1845-1870

Nicholas M. Kirke

TETE-BECHE

Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland

The Rhodesias & Nyasaland

From Colonial Rule to Majority Rule

The Postal Stationery
of Nigeria

The Evolution of the Mails
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA by John HOTCHNER

U.S. Delegate John Hotchner (also a member of AIEP) has developed a bibliography of
books useful for the expertizer of U.S. stamps and covers which also includes some of the
literature covering the rest of the world. It is available at no cost to anyone who requests
it, from John at jmhstamp@verizon.net.

The next literature competition in the US will be at the Great American Stamp Show in
Schaumburg, Illinois (a suburb of Chicago), August 14-17, 2025. There are 46 entries that
will be judged by a jury composed of Ken Trettin (Chief), Patrick Walters, Alan Warren, and
Apprentice literature judge Thomas Lera.

Following GASS will be Chicagopex 2025, November 21-23, in Itasca, Illinois (a suburb of
Chicago). Entries are still being accepted. Check their website for entry rules and
application. The jury this year will be Patrick Walters (Chief), Bill DiPaolo, and Peter Thy.

John M. Hotchner jmhstamp@verizon.net

Author, Philatelic Royalty of the 20th Century: Stories behind modern-era U.S. treasures,
Available for $29.95 +$3.50 shipping

Author, On Philatelic Writing and Editing, Available for $19.95 +$3.50 shipping, from PO
Box 1125, Falls Church, VA 22041-0125.

"You did not get where you are overnight, and you won't get where you want to go overnight either. Change takes time,
and lasting change takes effort." -- David Hollingsworth
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CRAWFORD MEDAL
Congratulations to Tomas Bjaringer RDP Hon FRPSL and Marten Sundberg FRPSL!
We are pleased to announce that Tomas Bjaringer RDP Hon FRPSL and Marten Sundberg FRPSL
have won the prestigious Crawford Medal at the 4™ Annual Crawford Festival of Philatelic
Literature for their outstanding philatelic literature book "Tete-Beche - Rarities from the Oval Issue
of Finland".

The 4™ Annual Crawford Festival was held at the Royal from 24 to 25 June 2025.

Please join us in congratulating Tomas and Marten on their remarkable achievement!

B
(_ The Fourth Annual |
[ @

RAWFORD FESTIVAL |

of Philatelic Literature

TETE-BECHE

Rarities from the Oval Issue of Finland

Archives in Philatelic Research
24-25 June 2025

I ‘The Royal Philatelic Society London

T

omas Biliringer rop g, FRPSL

- Mirten Slundbr':rg FRPSI, 15 Abchurch Lane, London ECAN 7BW

Photos by The Royal Philatelic Society London - Facebook page
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THOUGHTS ON OPTIMISING LITERATURE JURY WORK WITH BENEFITS FOR EXHIBITORS
AND ORGANISERS

It can be taken for granted that exhibitors, including literature exhibitors, are not always satisfied
with the results they achieve at national or international events. Especially not when the results
differ significantly from one exhibition to the next, sometimes by more than one medal. Now you
might be inclined to say that this is no different in sport - for example at the Olympics - as figure
skating shows and other disciplines that are subjectively judged by people, but that doesn't satisfy
the exhibitor either, even if the comparison with a World Olympics may fill you with pride.

I have got to know the exhibition business from all sides over the past 20 years. I gained my first
international experience as a stamp exhibitor at BRASILIANA 1983, and as a literature exhibitor
and author I have also been involved for decades. As (co-)organiser of international exhibitions, I
played a leading role at IBRA 99 in Nuremberg, IBRA 2009 and 2023 in Essen and IPHLA 2012
in Mainz, the largest literature exhibition ever held with well over 600 exhibits (!).

As a juror, I am a ‘latecomer’, which has to do with my professional duties - formerly as a teacher,
since 1989 as a professional journalist. I simply wasn't available in terms of time. It wasn't until
I had retired from school that new time windows opened up and I became involved in jury work.
First nationally, then internationally for the first time in 2018 in Verona and now internationally
again in 2024 in Copenhagen and 2025 in Birmingham. I am very grateful for the insights I have
gained and the experience I have been able to make. It should be noted, however, that unlike
almost everyone else, I do only judge literature, so I cannot be used in other classes, which
probably greatly reduces the possibilities from the organiser's point of view.

Nevertheless, or perhaps precisely for this reason, here are some of the insights and thoughts I
have had so far during my work as a juror in Germany and abroad.

Time, an eternal problem

Even though the majority of exhibitions require literature exhibits to be submitted 2 or even 3
months in advance of the actual event, it seems that this very early submission of exhibits is not
always of significant benefit. Nationally, one could perhaps still assume that the exhibits could be
circulated among the appointed literature jurors by parcel post (we have already made good
experiences in this way in Germany), but internationally this is more difficult, time-consuming and
costly. And the risk of losing an object is not negligible either. Alternatively, it might be possible
for at least one of the participating jurors in the respective country to take a closer look at some
or all of the objects. But I have not yet experienced this either.

What some people, including myself, do, however, is to lend the titles from the existing philatelic
libraries at an early stage in order to gain a sound insight in advance. But not every country has
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libraries that are well supplied with new publications, and even in Germany, where the Philatelic
Library in Munich used to have very extensive holdings, there are no longer many new items to
lend out as a result of the cutbacks made by the funding organisation. There may be a few more
titles in your own library, but that's about it.

Let me illustrate this by taking Europhilex Birmingham 2025 as an example: Of around 150
exhibits, less than ten were in my own library, and I was able to lend out three. That was it. Well
over 100 titles had to be evaluated on site (not including the digital exhibits, although here as
well only the websites could be accessed at an early stage). The exhibition itself lasted from 7 to
11 May 2025, which sounds long, but from the jury's point of view it is not, because the “normal”
jury arrives one day in advance, but then only has time from 7 to 9 May at noon to do its work.
This is due to the fact that the results have to be ready for printing by midday on Friday (9 May).
To make this possible, the literature jurors were allowed to arrive a day in advance so that they
could start their work a day earlier — and finish it, because on the following day all the jurors
(except myself) had to evaluate exhibits in one or two other classes together with fellow jurors.

This means that there were just eight hours available for over 100 objects that were new to us! At
best, that would be just under five minutes per exhibit, but in reality it was only around two, since
the digital exhibits had to be discussed as well, and experience has shown that they can present
technical and other problems.

What can a person absorb in terms of content and visual perception in just a few minutes? Not
much. Perhaps external things, a glance at the table of contents, the layout, the typography, the
quality of the printing and the illustrations, the presence of indices or references, but there is
hardly enough time to read, or more correctly to ‘glance intensively‘ at individual sections. Leave
alone reading in the true sense of the word.

How can a balanced and well-founded result be achieved in such a rush and under such time
pressure? Not to mention a specialist discussion with weighing up one's own and other people's
arguments. I must admit that the experiences I have had during my few international assignments
to date have nevertheless been quite good. We really have made the best of it, even if the best has
perhaps not always done justice to every exhibitor.

So I asked myself how we can find ways to make the work of the individual juror easier, given the
existing and almost unavoidable time constraints. I think there are ways, and I would like to
present some of them.

Ways to optimise work
First and foremost, it is the exhibitor who can relieve the juror of some of the workload and provide
easier access to a publication that is unfamiliar to him or her - perhaps even written in a foreign
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language. First of all, the exhibitor has to fill in the literature registration form correctly and
completely. This sounds simple, but in practice it doesn't always seem to be the case.

Because even at EuroPhilex there were exhibits that due to a misleading registration were
assigned to the wrong groups or subgroups. This can be avoided, and at least the team leader
designated at a later time should be able to take a careful look at the registrations in good time.

As far as the content of the publication is concerned, the application forms are usually not
sufficiently clear. Although the organiser asks for a reference where to order the title + price +
contact details, these details are not always provided either in the catalogue or on the website -
as required by the FIP regulations in the additional provisions. — As an ultimate alternative the
information could be put on a sheet slipped in the exhibit itself.

Stamp exhibitors are expected to provide an information sheet with a kind of summary of the
content and special features of the exhibit. Why is the same not required of literature exhibitors?
Because such a summary is actually much more important here! The author or publisher can
highlight the essential content of the publication on one or two pages, emphasising what is new,
special and perhaps unprecedented about this work. This makes access easier for the jurors, which
is particularly important when a publication is not written in the FIP language English.

Such an information sheet would also make it easier to understand what was important to the
author. His objective, his intentions. It makes a difference whether a work is intended as a major,
important object of study and research or as a summarised, generally comprehensible overview
of a topic that is intended to motivate and fascinate.

Strictly speaking, none of these measures are enough to provide the willing juror with a good
basis for the subsequent evaluation. He must be able to see the exhibit, inspect it patiently and
analyse it for himself. This requires the physical presentation of the object. It has already been
said that this is hardly ever possible before the event via the usual parcels and post. But today it
is possible digitally, because pdf transfer works perfectly across borders and countries thanks to
the Internet.

This means that the exhibitor can make it easier for the jurors to arrive at a more objective
evaluation by providing the organisers with a pdf file of the complete work or at least significant
parts of it. Some people may have reservations about such files falling into the wrong hands - by
whatever means - and being misused. The only answer to these doubters is that even today such
“pirated copies” are easily obtainable for little money. However, the author, jury and organiser
could make a contractual agreement that such pdf templates are made available exclusively for
the purpose of the evaluation and that the files may not be passed on to third parties.

Once this becomes established, it also has advantages for the organisers. Because the jury can
evaluate at home at an early stage and then only needs to compare the evaluations on site (this
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is work-intensive and time-consuming as well) and discuss them if necessary. This is already
possible with digital exhibits, especially websites. So why not with printed literature?

Optimisation during the exhibition

Once again, the motto here is to learn from others. Organisers should take the opportunity to
bring (literature) exhibitors and jurors together for a preliminary and follow-up discussion. For
example, on the first day for a preliminary discussion in which the exhibitor explains his exhibit in
more detail and emphasises its special features and uniqueness. Of course, this is only possible if
the exhibitor is present, but it is not uncommon for some of them to be there on the opening day.

This applies all the more to the jury discussion, which usually takes place after the Palmares. This
is not yet the rule for literature exhibitors, but it is becoming more and more common. I found it
very constructive that this opportunity was provided for at EuroPhilEx and was also made use of
by exhibitors. These discussions in particular also made it clear to me how important it is in
individual cases to have more time for the exhibit in order to be able to understand it in detail.I
also quickly learnt, even at national level, that judges are not infallible. Precisely because they
have to deal with the challenges of normal business. Offering pre- and post-event discussions
should become a standard feature of future events.

Another challenge is the language barrier. There are numerous languages that I, as a juror, have
no access to. Asian languages, for example. I can neither read nor understand them. How am I
supposed to judge them? So what should I do as a juror? Actually, the same thing I would do if I
were an inexperienced driver travelling in such a country (and vice versa): I would ask those who
could or should know. In other words, locals, people familiar with the language, who perhaps even
know the work or who know someone who does. My first person to contact would be the
commissioner, then perhaps experts or connoisseurs recommended by the commissioner. You
don't lose face in the end!

Optimisation of work after the event

On the one hand, associations are directly concerned here. Even if no preliminary awards are
required for participation in the literature class, it would still be useful and desirable if the national
and international continental associations (e.g. FEPA, FIAP etc.) and the FIP kept databases on
exhibits at events and their results. It is not a question of making the judge's evaluation easier by
merely copying the results of previous events. If this is what he wants to do, he already has such
possibilities today. No, it's about avoiding blatant misjudgements or at least drawing attention to
the fact that they are possible. After all, it is not possible for an exhibit to be awarded a large
silver in Uruguay in 2024, but a large vermeil and 10 points more at another event in 2025. You
cannot argue about one or two points, but you can argue about ten.

Last but not least, this also relates to the area of continuing training. Anyone who like me grew
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up with print products has experienced how difficult it is for traditional jurors to deal with so-
called “new media” (although they have not been “new” for many years!), to develop and evaluate
their possibilities, and knows that there is still a lot to be done in this field in the future. There is
a shortage, no, there is a serious lack of seminars! Training seminars. Even at a national level,
these rarely take place. And certainly not for literature! There may be many reasons for this. First
and foremost, it is a question of finances, because not everyone is prepared to spend a lot of
money personally on a seminar so that others can benefit. Apart from that, it is a question of
potential speakers and lecturers whom you can really learn from. Such presentations also cost a
lot of energy, time and effort, which means far more than just spontaneously adding your ‘two
cents’ in a discussion.

Internationally, the situation is even more difficult. After all, who flies to Dubai or Macao just to
attend a seminar? In “jet-set philately”, such activities are usually linked to commissioner and/or
jury duties, which are at least partially remunerated. Would it be conceivable if in future every
literature exhibitor paid 2 or 3 euros per exhibit for the continuing training of jurors? Would the
FIP do the same? And willing sponsors also contribute their mite. Then one could possibly imagine
that such seminar meetings could be organised every two to three years somewhere in the world.
They might still not be free, but they would be much cheaper and without too many financial
hurdles.

Apart from that? Why does Zoom exist today? Why are these training opportunities not being
utilised? Nationally and internationally? After all, they cost very, very little. There is still a lot to be
done here too.

This is precisely what I wanted to point out with my thoughts on the future optimisation of jury
work. Not in a know-it-all way, because there are far more experienced jurors than I am. But
perhaps my thoughts can enhance the discussion of new possibilities. A lot would be achieved
then.

Thank you for reading!

Wolfgang Maassen



