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Objective of Presentation

This seminar offers guidance and information based 
on the rules described in the 

“Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Philatelic 
Literature Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions.”

https://www.f-i-p.ch/wp-content/uploads/Literature-
SREVs-and-Guidelines-8-August-2022-1.pdf
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Purpose of Holding Philatelic Literature

The purpose of holding philatelic literature 

competitions is to Encourage, Support, 

Evaluate, and Improve philatelic literature, 

including publications of any length or 

method of presentation and distribution.



Judging of Exhibits - Qualifications

•Exhibits will be judged by FIP-accredited jurors

•Reading ability in at least two languages, one of which 

must be an official FIP language

  (English, Spanish, French, and German)

•One of the jurors has good skills in using digital media



Classification of Philatelic Exhibit

•

•Monographs

•Periodicals

•Digital Media



1. Monographs

These include:

1. Bibliographies

2. Special studies, handbooks, and other similar publications

3. General or specialized non-periodical catalogs

4. Specialized auction catalogs

5. Documentation of collections

6. Exhibition catalogs

7. Documents from lectures

8. Collections of articles forming an independent entity



2. Periodicals

These include:

1. Magazines/journals that are published weekly, monthly, or at other 
regular intervals

2. Catalogs that are published in regular intervals 

 (Stanley Gibbons)



2. Periodicals

3. Auction catalogs that are published at regular intervals 

3. Yearbooks and similar publications



3. Digital Media

Digital media include all kinds of digitally produced and used 
publications that comply with the classifications of Literature Exhibits.

These include:

     1. Websites

     2. Applications

     3. Software



3. Digital Media

Websites
https://www.zobbel.de/mepb/mepbulletin.htm 

 • Usability
 • Functionality

 • Data content
 • Navigation

• Pagination

• Page structure

• Use of free/restricted pages

• Searchability

https://www.zobbel.de/mepb/mepbulletin.htm


3. Digital Media

Websites Example: https://fuchs-online.com/overlandmail/
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3. Digital Media

Applications

 
 
 
 

• Technical innovation

• How much of the software is original 

development compared to packaged 

use of standard IT tools.



3. Digital Media

Software

 

 

 

 

• Ease of obtaining the product

• Medium (e.g. USB drive, DVD, CD, download)

• Platform (e.g. PC, Mac, iPad, phone)

• Compatibility - current and old versions of OS Usability

• Functionality of the philatelic aspects of the product

• Navigation



Type of Authorship

Entries can be displayed by:

1. Author

2. Compiler

3. Editor
4. Publisher

5. Sponsoring organization 

6. Society
7. An individual holding proprietary rights



Evaluation and Scoring

a) Treatment of contents       40 

b) Originality, significance, and depth of research 40 

c) Technical matters        15 

d) Presentation         5 

Total Score          100



Evaluation and Scoring

a) Treatment of contents (40 points): 

1. Based on literary style, clarity, and skill in 
communication shown in the exhibit

2. As an exhibitor, use titles and subtitles

3. Avoid overlong paragraphs and sentences

4. Explain technical terminology and abbreviations and 
use correct grammar   



Evaluation and Scoring

b) Originality, significance, and depth of research (40 points): 

1. This category requires an evaluation of the overall significance of the subject 
matter presented in the exhibit, as well as the degree to which the exhibit 
displays original discoveries, research, analysis, or approaches to a 
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. 

2. As an exhibitor, emphasize the work’s subject, scope, and utility to the 
reader/user. 

3. Describe if this is an update of a previously published work or a new work
        



Evaluation and Scoring

b) Originality, significance, and depth of research (40 points): 

1. This category requires an evaluation of the overall significance of the subject 
matter presented in the exhibit, as well as the degree to which the exhibit 
displays original discoveries, research, analysis, or approaches to a 
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. 

2. As an exhibitor, emphasize the work’s subject, scope, and utility to the 
reader/user. 

3. Describe if this is an update of a previously published work or a new work
        



Evaluation and Scoring
c) Technical matters (15 points): 

1. Requires an evaluation of such aspects as the title page and imprint

2. Pagination

3. Credits

4. Bibliography

5. Index

6. As an exhibitor, use running headers and/or footers, illustrations

7. if available, QR codes
        



Evaluation and Scoring

d) Presentation (5 points): 

1. Requires an evaluation of the effect of binding, typography, and 
similar production factors on the usability of the publication 

2. To avoid the impact of purely commercial factors, this criterion will 
be evaluated only to the extent that it represents a negative factor 

3. As an exhibitor, make sure the print size and style are appropriate 

4. Color will enhance the presentation
        



Scoring Converted to a Medal Level

The total points can be converted to medal levels. These are 
awarded at the total discretion of the jury to exhibits. 

  Large gold medals:  95-100 points
  Gold:    90-94
  large vermeil:   85-89
  Vermeil:    80-84
  large silver:   75-79
  Silver:    70-74
  silver bronze:   65-69 
  Bronze:    60-64

      



Judges Evaluation Form FIP



Judges Evaluation Form – Others (APS)



Judges Responsibility

•Be generous in interpreting the regulations 

•Give the exhibits the maximum possible points 

•Explain to exhibitors how to show their knowledge and 
tell a good and effective story 

•Help exhibitors to improve in order to receive better 
awards 



Judges Feedback

• General Thoughts

•   Give credit for the exhibitor (Be positive)

•   Answer the questions that are asked

•   Give concrete examples why the item need improvement

•   Be concise rather than long-winded

•   Make statement easy to read if written feedback is required



SUMMARY ARTICLE



Questions

2009 Stuart Rossiter Trust

2016 RPSL

2019 RPSL

2016 RPSL

2015 Pardy and Son 

Ltd.
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